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A note from the Chairman
A note from the Chairman
This time of year is always exciting for our younger residents, with Halloween and Fireworks
night being a recent memory and the thrill of Christmas to look forward to. Although the restricted
and much needed measures as advised by the government are implemented and enforced,
much of our everyday lives can
continue as normal but with increased caution. As a community, we must all be responsible for not only our households
but be aware of the impact on others by the actions we take as individuals. It was very encouraging how much respect
was shown by the residents of Berryfields on the 5th November, with most fireworks ceasing by 9pm.
Much progress has been made in Berryfields since our last edition with more cycle paths nearing completion, new play
areas and landscaping of other open areas including tree planting, helping to improve our environment. Soon to open is
the newest of the play areas near Green Ridge School which is completely accessible. We are confident that this will be
very popular, and is much needed not only in Berryfields but for families in the wider area. Road and kerbstone repairs
are being carried out to facilitate the installation of the new Zebra crossings and preparation for the top layer of the road
surfaces. Should you have any concerns about public areas, as always, please contact the Parish Council.
Roman Park has been a hive of activity over the last few months and is finally starting to take shape, and will will provide
more amenities for our parishioners. The Parish Council has worked closely with The Big Top Nursery to create the
nursery at Roman Park. We wish Sylvia and Keith Robinson and their team the best of luck with their new venture,
expanding the Big Top Nursery brand further. Should you require any information on reserving a place for your child,
please contact Big Top Nursery at enquiries@bigtopnursery.co.uk or call 01296 658898.
The temporary village hall is now in place at Roman Park and will provide a very pleasant and user-friendly centre for
our community to use once the virus restrictions are lifted. This facility will remain in place until the permanent village hall
is constructed. Tenders are now being considered for the new building by the Parish Council with variations being
applied to finalise the build design and finish.
The Consortium is making good progress with the cycle path through Roman Park and side paths to the play area. The
muddy conditions have been more than a challenge for the construction team. This cycle path will be the link from the
Waddesdon Greenway through Roman Park and onwards towards Aylesbury. We are thrilled to support this project as it
will not only offer a safe area for families, but encourage exercise for all.
The Parish Council has joined with the volunteers to create Roman Park Community Trust to allow us to access grant
funding for projects and community facilities. The Community Larder and Freezer* provide food; there is free confidential
advice on financial, housing, legal, employment and benefits from legal and other professionals. Psychological and
mental health first aid are also available. The Trust delivers food and to residents needing help, and all offers of
assistance are welcome. To make the scheme work, we need your generous food donations as much as ever.
Supporting residents who may have lost their jobs, are unwell, self-isolating and the elderly it delivers substantial food
parcels every week. Parcels include recipe sheets for use with fresh, tinned and dried foods.

We are delighted to have received substantial funding from a variety of sources including Berryfields Consortium who
funded a large chest freezer, Proludic Play Equipment, Tesco Bags of Hope, Heart of Bucks, donations from
Buckinghamshire Council and Watermead. Food is donated weekly by Tesco and Greggs through Fare Share, and
weekly collections are made in Berryfields and Watermead, topped up by Bernie the Bus where possible. For the
foreseeable future, could you please drop off any donations to the temporary village hall at Roman Park (top of the road
past Lucas Furniture, grey portacabin on the right). The team is there on Wednesday from midday to 2.00pm, Thursday
from 10.30am to 1.30pm and at other times by appointment, please just call 01296 331816 to arrange. We particularly
need tinned meats, tinned meals, pasta, sauces, soups, small packs of cereal, coffee and tea. Treats for children
including lunchtime snacks are very welcome too for our families.
The Christmas appeal is providing presents to the parents to give to 120 children plus Christmas dinner, including
turkey and all the trimmings for their families. This is funded by a grant as well as gift donations from Aylesbury Town
Council’s Christmas appeal, St James The Great, Bierton’s Box of Blessings Appeal and donations from Berryfields
residents. Gifts of small stationery items, soft toys and items suitable for stockings for all ages are very welcome.
(Due to Covid-19 we are unable to accept second-hand items).
If you need help, or know anyone who does, just email help@romanparktrust.org or call 01296 331816 during office
hours.
Christmas trees on sale in Berryfields for the first time, fresh Christmas trees will be sold at Roman Park from early
December with a proportion of each sale donated to the Trust. On Saturday 12th December the AVA Primary School
choirs will be performing at the Park. We hope that it will also be possible to have a brass band on hand to accompany
the singing. (Subject to Covid-19 restrictions and strict social distancing). Please make sure you buy your tree locally,
you will be making a real difference to many lives. Thank you.
Father Christmas will be making a drive-by appearance in Berryfields on Bernie the Bus on Thursday 10th December
starting from Green Ridge School at 5.00pm and travelling along main roads only. A route will be published nearer the
time. Exemplar Park homes will be covered on the next day to ensure full coverage of Berryfields.
Finally, I hope that you enjoy this edition of the Parish magazine and as always,
if you need to contact the Parish Council, please contact us at clerk@berryfieldspc.org.
Simon Carter
Chairman
Berryfields Parish Council
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Dear Local Community Members and Local Businesses,
Re. Local Governing Body opportunity
Green Ridge Primary Academy is a brand-new primary school which opened on Berryfields,
Aylesbury in September 2017. We are set in a brand-new, purpose-built state-of-the-art building
which opened in September 2018 and has continually been expanding over the last few years.
We are looking for local residents, businesses or people with a genuine interest in education,
wanting to be part of this brand-new school to join us on Local Governing Body (LGB) as a
co-opted member. To be a member of the LGB, there is an expectation that you would attend
meetings at the school approximately once a half-term during term-time, and visit the school at
different points (remotely or in person) in order to monitor and evaluate how well the school is
performing.
Experience of education is not essential; we are particularly looking for governors who may have
experience in finance, premises and charity work in order to strengthen our group of skilled
governors. Co-opted governors are appointed by the LGB, in order to ensure that our governing
body have the right skillset in order to undertake their work effectively.
You can find out more about our governance structure, its roles and responsibilities on our
website at: http://www.greenridgeacademy.co.uk/our-governors/
If you would like an informal discussion about the role, or would like to find out more, please get in
touch via the contact details at the top of the letter.

Yours sincerely,
Mr. Aaron Wanford

Mrs. Rachel Leach

Executive Headteacher

Chair of Governors

Big Top Nursery
We are absolutely delighted to finally have the keys for the
building that is to be our brand new nursery. Everyone has
worked so hard to get us to where we are now, and we
would like to thank the Berryfields Parish Council for their
support and for choosing us to bring Big Top to Roman
Park. The nursery is the 4th setting in our chain of
childcare provisions in Aylesbury. We have a fantastic
team who work exceptionally hard to give the children in
in our care the best start on their educational journey. We are able to welcome children aged from 3
months to 4 years at Big Top and offer sessions for both fee paying children and funded 2,3 and 4
year olds. The nursery is open Monday - Friday, 51 weeks per year, closing for Bank Holidays and
Christmas week.
For those of you who have not come across it yet, our Big Top - Roman Park setting is situated in
Sir Henry Lee Crescent, just up behind Lucas World of Furniture. The building has changed
dramatically since it first arrived on site. We now have beautiful beech cladding all around the
building and the inside layout has been altered and refurbished. Since taking possession of the
building on Friday, it has been full steam ahead to get it ready for our new children. The kitchen
appliances have all arrived, the furniture is due to be delivered on 11th November, and the artificial
grass is currently being laid. We have a busy couple of weeks ahead of us.
We already have a great team in place and they are excited to welcome your children to our Big Top
family. If all goes to plan, we will be inviting prospective parents to view the nursery in late
November, with the aim to open on 1st December. We will be contacting all parents who have
already expressed an interest in joining us over the next few days to book you in. Due to the current
COVID restrictions, viewings will be by appointment only.
We are currently waiting for our new phone line to be connected, but if you want to get hold of us in
the meantime, feel free to drop us an email enquiries@bigtopnursery.co.uk or give our Waddesdon
setting a call on 01296 658898.
We look forward to being a part of the Berryfields Community.
Sylvia and the Big Top Team

Roman Park Community Trust
Roman Park Community Trust has been formed by amalgamating
Watermead Volunteer Army with Berryfields Parish volunteers.
The Trust’s work includes provision of weekly food parcels to
families, those self-isolating and the elderly or infirm. Its free
confidential advice services include financial, legal, employment,
housing and benefits with a back to work project writing CVs and mock interviews from qualified
professionals who are able to signpost clients to additional sources of help. Refurbished laptops are
donated to school pupils to aid homework and help them avoid social exclusion.
The Trust also raises funds for community recreation and leisure facilities at Roman Park.
The Trust currently delivers weekly family food parcels in the locality. Since March volunteers have
delivered to up to 120 families each week. No formal referral is needed:
We simply ask ‘How can we help? JUST ASK’.
The community larder project has the support of Fare Share, Sainsbury, Bernie Bus and Greggs.
In addition to the food parcels, the Trust has started a Christmas Stocking Appeal, helping families in
need by making up Christmas stockings for parents to give to their children on Christmas day. The
stockings will consist of a toy, small items of clothing such as pyjamas, stationery, confectionery,
books, and toiletries.

FOBS

Christmas food hampers will also be provided for the families who would like one.
They will include a turkey and all the trimmings to make a fabulous Christmas day meal.
If you feel we could help you, please do get in touch.
Alternatively, if you feel you could help us, and wish to become a volunteer, or would like to donate
food to the community larder or a gift to the Christmas Stocking Appeal we would love to hear from
you!
help@romanparktrust.org.uk 01296 331816 www.romanparktrust.org.uk

Church on Berryfields
What is the Christmas festive spirit exactly? We talk about trying to get into it,
and there will have been times in the past maybe where we haven’t quite got it.
But December 2020 more than any it is going to definitely be a difficult time for
feeling it! This year there will be concern of how we are going to meet up with family and friends, we
might find money is tighter, Christmas parties are virtual! there’s more anxiety around, and well
everything will just be that bit stranger than ever before.
When we look around at our world today it can seem a pretty peculiar, dark and broken place. I
believe that focusing on the original Christmas story of Jesus coming into his world, bringing hope
and joy, can shed a bright light into our lives. As the book of John in the Bible says: ‘His life brought
light to everyone, the light shines in the darkness, & the darkness can never extinguish it.’ As a
church, Church on Berryfields want to help by shining his light into our community. So, we have
various Community Christmas events planned to help us all get into the Christmas spirit:
During Advent (1st-24th Dec) there will be a roving nativity scene to spy, which will grow in size as
it moves around Berryfields. Look in house windows, and local businesses to find our nativity
characters and post a selfie when you find one for a chance to win a prize.
On the 20th Dec we have teamed together with other churches across North Aylesbury to provide a
Drive-In Carol service at 6:30pm in Tesco Broadfields car park – so come along in your cars for a
good sing song in a way you’ve never done before.
Remember Carols in the Park? This year we have a Covid friendly (you knew I’d mention that word
somewhere!) version – Carols on the Streets. On 23rd Dec from 12-4pm there will be a treasure trail
(follow the sound of carols playing and use our Carols on the Streets map) and pick up
refreshments plus items for our evening Crib Live YouTube LiveStream.
Remember Carols around the Crib? This year we have Crib Live! Join us from the comfort of your
own lounge 6-7pm 23rd Dec to sing carols, drink hot chocolate and remember the story of the first
Christmas.
There will be more details posted on Facebook and our church website through December:
churchonberryfields.org As Berryfields community I think we have something that other places
don’t have, so let’s make the best of the Christmas spirit during this festive season. I wish you a
Merry light filled Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Gareth Lane
Community Vicar for Berryfields

What is a Muslim?
We may have heard that Islam is a religion of peace and it is based upon five fundamental pillars:
giving testimony that there is no God but Allah and that Muhammad (peace be upon him) is His
final messenger; to establish the five daily prayers; to give charity to the poor; to fast in the month
of Ramadan, and, finally, to make pilgrimage (Hajj) to the House of Allah if one is able to do so
(Bukhari).
However, have we ever wondered what is a Muslim, or rather what is a Muslim supposed to be?
The Messenger of Islam, Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), defined a Muslim in the
following words: ‘A Muslim is the one from whose tongue and hands the people are safe’
(Reported by Imam Nasa’i with an authentic chain). In other words, a Muslim, by definition, is the
one that people are safe from the harms of their tongue and hands. This refers to both types of
harms: verbal and physical. Thus, for a Muslim to cause any kind of pain via their words or actions
to another person is unmitigatedly impermissible and thus contrary to their definition of being a
Muslim.
In addition, even though Islam welcomes constructive criticism and critical thinking within the
parameters of academic debate, it does not however give permission for a Muslim to freely insult
others using provocative and derogatory language. A Muslim must make a clear distinction
between ‘freedom of expression’, which is used for positive reasons, and ‘freedom to insult’, which
can be destructive to society.
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It should be noted that in this particular hadīth (recorded words of the Prophet) the Messenger of
Allah (peace be upon him) used the word ‘people’, and not only Muslims; meaning, a Muslim is
one from whom all people - regardless of their doctrines and beliefs - are safe from the harms of
their words and actions.
Finally, a question is that if there is a Muslim who is causing harm to others, does that render them
no longer a Muslim? The answer is no: they are still a Muslim; however, they do not deserve the
title of a Muslim due to their behaviour, or that they are not exemplifying their true definition. The
simple analogy can be made to a qualified medical doctor who isn’t doing their job properly: they
are still a doctor but they are not carrying the title of being a doctor in a correct manner.
May God enable us all to live together by showing respect and good character to one another.
Āmīn.
Imam Muhammad Yasir Al-Hanafi (Aylesbury)

Christmas at Waddesdon
Sat 14 Nov 2020 – Sun 3 January 2021 (Closed 24-26 Dec)
Wednesday-Sunday, 12noon-7.30pm (additional openings
Mondays/Tuesdays, 21/22 and 28/29 December)
Christmas Fair, Sat 14 Nov – Wed 23 Dec 2020, 12-7pm
(also Monday 21 and Tuesday 22 December)

Winter Light continues Waddesdon’s Christmas tradition
Christmas at Waddesdon is back for 2020 with magical lights and the gardens aglow, plus a 30-day
long Christmas Fair to delight shoppers. Join us for festive fun in an enchanting outdoor extravaganza
to brighten the end of the year.
The House is not open this Christmas due to social distancing protocols. Instead, we have focused on
creating an outdoor Winter Light experience that delivers just as much magic and sparkle, but in a way
visitors can safely enjoy. All visits will need to be pre-booked to minimise crowding.
To make the most of the Winter Light programme after dark, opening hours are shifting back to
12noon-7.30pm. This means that as twilight falls more visitors will be able to see the gardens ablaze
with light, using a variety of state-of-the-art effects, combined with bespoke light installations, bringing
the extraordinary landscape and woodland to life. Visitors will also be treated to the spectacle of the
façade of the Manor illuminated with dancing lights set to music.
From dusk, the Winter Light trail will transform the gardens through the Pleasure Grounds near the
Aviary with dramatic colour and playful installations. Visitors will stroll under the stars beneath
magically illuminated tree canopies and bushes draped in sparkle, with the planting transformed by
moving light. There are immersive light features such as a valley of flickering flames creating a sea of
fire, and dozens of suspended orbs in a sequenced walk-through musical light show.
Wandering down Miss Alice’s Drive from the
Woodland Café to the Stables, visitors will find
the route illuminated with work created by
children from around 35 local schools on a
theme of hope, called ‘When you wish upon a
star’. And at the Stables, they'll find Parallels in
the Coach House, a light in motion creation of
colourful pipes that twist and turn in an
immersive installation set to a soundscape,
while outside, two giant twinkling baubles, each
over six metres tall will offer the perfect festive
photo opportunity to share the day.
The popular Christmas Fair
(14 Nov – 23 Dec, 12-7pm)
Over 80 hand-selected artisan stalls
selling handmade gifts, decorations
and scrumptious food - to eat on the
day or to take home.
All visits must be pre-booked with day and time of arrival in order to stagger admissions and minimise
crowding.Advance booking of timed admission, parking and shuttle bus tickets is essential for all
visitors, including National Trust members.
Full details of prices and online booking details http://www.waddesdon.org.uk/christmas
Online booking https://waddesdon.seetickets.com/content/ticket-options

My Christmas Wish
Hello, my name is Lucy and I’m eight. 2020 was a mysterious year. You see, there was an illness
called the coronavirus. It was only a bad cold if you’re under 70 but if you’re over 70 it could kill you.
I have three siblings – my baby sister, Sophie, my sister Olivia who’s five and my big, grumpy older
brother Jacob, who’s 14. In 2020, we were planning to visit Uncle Bob and Auntie Pat in France at
Christmas, but because of the coronavirus, we couldn’t go.
One December lunchtime we had sandwiches. Mum’s sandwiches are the best. They were lettuce
and cucumber, ham and cheese. Yum! Sophie was napping and we could hear her snoring all the
way upstairs.
After lunch, Mum said that we were having a fancy dress Zoom call for our community, to raise
money for the NHS.
“So you have to dress up?” asked Olivia.
“Yes,” said Mum.
“Can I be Judy from The Mystery of the Snail Trail?” I asked.
“No, even better than that. Come up, Olivia, Jacob and Lucy and I will show you. I have a Harry
Potter outfit for Jacob.”
“But no, Mum, Harry Potter is for babies!” Jacob said.
“For Lucy and Olivia’s costumes, I have princess outfits.”
“No Mum, please,” I cried.
Olivia got a blue princess outfit and I got a pink one. Pink is my worst colour. I love the colour yellow
because it is so happy. Mum asked us to go and get changed into our costumes. The pink princess
outfit came with a pink frilly dress, a tiara and lots of rings and necklaces. Olivia absolutely loved her
costume. Me and Jacob hated ours.
When we went on the Zoom call, there were some people from my school, including my best friend,
Jemima. She was dressed as a pirate. The other people from my school were the school bullies and
were dressed as Jacqueline Wilson characters. I was sure they would tease me at school about
being a princess.
To make it even worse, in the middle of the Zoom call, the person who was running it asked me to
do a little twirl for everyone. It was so embarrassing.
The next day was Christmas Eve. In the evening we were sprinkling oats for the reindeers to eat.
The whole family were standing outside and were smelling the fresh air – even Jacob joined in!

Jessie Clarke the winner of a short story competition

Even though I was excited about Christmas, I couldn’t stop thinking about Auntie Pat and Uncle Bob
and how much I missed them. I looked up at the starry sky and made a Christmas wish, “I wish I
could see my lovely family again.”
The next morning was Christmas Day. I got a cool drone from Auntie Pat and Uncle Bob. They sent
me a Christmas card saying, “Even though we can’t see you this year, we are always thinking of
you. We can’t wait to see you again soon and give you a big hug.”
The following year, coronavirus had stopped and we were able to visit our family again. I gave
Auntie Pat and Uncle Bob the biggest hug in the world.
Jessie Clarke (age 8)
The winner of 'Christmas story in the light of Covid-19 crisis'! Congratulations!

Pumpkin carving and decorating competition
This Halloween Green Ridge Primary PTA held its first Pumpkin carving & decorating competition.
We had many great entries with some high level of skills on display and it was a hard job for tour
judge to pick a winner!
A big thank you to Councillor Monique Foster for taking on the difficult task of judging each of the
three categories.
The winners for each category were:

Under 7's - Joshua

Under 12's - Aidant

over 13's - James
Each category won a £50 voucher for either Synths Toys or Dunelm.
We’d like to thank all that took part, it was great fun and helped raised needed funds for Green
Ridge, especially at the moment when fund raising is much harder and without being able to have
the usual events the PTA would run at this time of year.
Please follow our page on Facebook @Greenridgepta to receive updates on our current events.

Local businesses
D.J.D Electrical Services
and Home Improvements
07908 462465
djdhomeimprovements@gmail.com

STEM Technologies
Intruder alarms & CCTV
01296 914190
info@stemtechnologies.co.uk

MlW Handymanservices
07764429191
leewoolheadmike@gmail.com

Leafylaine Designs
Personalised gift
leafylainedesigns@hotmail.com

ChelleLuxe Clean
Cleaning services
0800 059 9076

La’s Landscapes
Gardening & landscaping
07487 752870
landscapes.lar@gmail.com

Waugh Garden Care &
Landscaping
07702 168982

Chikitos Childminding
07933 289206

07966 630434
jcmeatsltd@gmail.com

Little Pumpkins Baby
Massage

MK Glazing Services

07784 094784

07910 246717

littlepumpkins2@hotmail.com

mkglazingservices@hotmail.com

K J O'donoghue Upholstery

Blossom
Baby massage

01296 670385

07528 104119

c.odonoghue1@btinternet.com

becky.roberts@yourblossom.co.uk

RJS Home Services
Cleaning services
07446 125054

I Mop Clean - Ovens,
Carpets, Upholstery, Floor
Cleaning & Restoration
01296 399450
clean@imopclean.com

Kelly Bond Photography

07702 578678
info@mddoggrooming.co.uk

JC Meats Limited
Meat & poultry

jonathanwaugh89@gmail.com

services@chelleluxeclean.com

MD Dog Grooming

Bin There Dump That
waste clearance service
0333 339 2002

Team Green Childminders
07763 856475

kelly@kellybond.com

Edison electrical
07540 226140
edisonelectrical@live.co.uk

chrissiegreenschildminders@gmail
.com

If you would like a free listing
in the next News
please email to:
agnes@berryfieldspc.org

