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A note from the Chairman
A note from the Chairman

In this edition of Berryfields News I am pleased to report on Berryfields Parish Council's activities
over the last year.
With the May 2021 election concluded we welcome a combination of six newly elected and four
re-elected Councillors forming the Berryfields Parish Council, and also see Monique Foster and I
step down from the Parish Council.
Berryfields has continued to grow with 3,000 houses now completed within Berryfields.
The past year has seen a number of challenges partly brought about due to the Covid-19
pandemic; however this has seen the community rally together to support those in need.
Roman Park Community Trust
Berryfields Parish Council has set up a Trust to assist the residents of Berryfields, this included
the setting up of a foodbank in partnership with the Watermead Volunteer Army and our
Berryfields Community Larder (all residents are free to use the larder, bringing in-date food they
won't use and taking anything in the fridge they could use themselves).
Using generous donations of food from residents and supermarkets the Trust has delivered
thousands of meals and food to families over the past year. As the pandemic progressed,
additional services have been offered including mental health support, advice on housing,
benefits, employment, law and more. On behalf of the Parish Council I would like to thank
everyone involved in making this a success, it has made a massive difference to those worst
affected by Covid-19; restoring dignity. The Trust has received a number of awards.
We cannot thank the volunteers enough they have collected food every week, sorted it and made
up the food parcels, delivering them throughout the area.
We've received generous donations from the Berryfields Consortium, TK Maxx, HS2's office
team, Aylesbury Town Council, Bernie the Bus and many individuals. Grants from Haddenham &
Waddesdon Community Board, Vale of Aylesbury Housing Trust, Buckinghamshire Council and
Aylesbury Garden Town (for the community orchard),Exemplar Park Residents, Proludic, gifts
from Aylesbury Town Council have allowed the Trust to buy necessities and food from Tesco and
Greggs and latterly FareShare has also been donated.
VE Day Competition
Due to Covid restrictions, the PC was unable to go ahead with its original plans to celebrate
VE Day, however, residents were able to get involved by decorating their gardens to celebrate the
occasion, with three winners awarded gift vouchers. To commemorate the occasion the PC
presented 550 medals to the children of Berryfields.

Recreation & Leisure
Over the last year the PC has taken over the management of all play areas in Berryfields including
the ones which are owned by the Consortium. The opening of our first fully accessible play area in
Glenton Green along with further five play areas serve our ever-growing community. The transfer
of the public open space and play areas to the Parish Council continued this year with the transfer
of Gateway Park and the ditches alongside Martin Dalby Way. In due course, all public open
space and play areas will be owned by the Parish to ensure that they are maintained and
improved for the benefit of our community in the future.
Roman Park
In December we saw the opening of Big Top Nursery and the delivery of the temporary village hall
at Roman Park. With the easing of Covid-19 restrictions its hoped the temporary village hall will be
available for small groups to book in summer.
Another key milestone for Roman Park was that after a rigorous tender process Focuss Group
Construction Ltd was awarded the contract to build the permanent Village Hall, with works starting
in May and the build due to be complete by Spring 2022.
Christmas
Santa was able to visit Berryfields last year, and with the help of his elves was able to collect
donations for the Trust and to wish all those on Berryfields a Happy Christmas. We saw many
residents take part in the Christmas light displays across Berryfields, with the winner of the
Christmas lights competition on Moorcroft Lane, receiving 190 votes. We look forward to running a
similar competition this year. Unfortunately, it was not possible to host a Christmas Tea party for
our over 60’s residents last year, but we hope this will be possible in one format or another this
year.
Parish Councillors
Due to the decision to postpone elections the Parish Council has served for two additional years.
It has been an honour and privilege for the Parish Councillors to represent the community of
Berryfields and I have particularly enjoyed my time as Vice-Chair and more recently Chairman
working with the many organisations to overcome some of the challenges Covid-19 brought us,
and to get works underway at Roman Park, after many years of planning and preparation.
I would like to personally thank each Councillor and the office team on your behalf. The formation
of a new (elected) Parish Council in May, with its qualified clerking team, has also qualified the PC
to take the General Power of Competence, (not available to all Councils). This gives the PC the
freedom to act, as any individual can, within the law, in a less restricted way, for the benefit of the
whole community.
Finally, I would like to end by sincerely thanking Sue Severn (Clerk), Anthea Cass (Deputy Clerk),
Agnieszka Alborzpour (Assistant Clerk) for their hard work on behalf of the Parish; alongside all of
the Councillors who have sat this year, and those who have left. Each has brought their own skills
and areas of interest, co-ordinating events, volunteering, fundraising and spent a great deal of
time making sure Berryfields continues to thrive.
We also owe sincere thanks to DJL Services, Paul Swart and Himar Vela of Blackwood Architects,
Wayne Samuels and his team at RTM Landscapes, BG's Garden Services and all our other
contractors who work with us, often during emergencies, to keep Berryfields safe and attractive.
Their work goes beyond the usual transactional relationship for which we are grateful.

Meet New Councillors
The Parish Council election on 6th May 2021 was uncontested as 10 candidates stood for the 10
seats. The new Councillors will work to represent the interests of Berryfields Parish and its residents
for the next four years.
My name is Himabindu Gundapudi. I am married with two beautiful young
children, working for our beloved NHS as a Clinical Pharmacist. I moved to
the UK from India in 2006, and have lived in Berryfields since 2016. I was
welcomed and well received by the neighbours who ensured that I settled in
smoothly. I am a regular walker on the Waddesdon Greenway, if you spot
me, please do say “Hello”! I feel so lucky to have chosen Berryfields as a
place for my children to grow up and I want to ensure Berryfields remains a
place of choice for families to raise their children. This community is a
wonderful example of how people from various cultures and walks of life can
live in harmony with respect and dignity. I am incredibly proud to be part of
this wonderful, thriving community.
John Yandrapati
I run a small IT consultancy, working with public and private clients in
delivering IT infrastructure and cloud-based solutions. I started my career in
IT software testing before moving into IT infrastructure and DevOps.
I am passionate about improving the wellbeing of our children, safeguarding
their future and improving their experience while in school. As such, I was on
the board of governors for a local primary and a local secondary school in
Aylesbury in the past.

Hi, I’m Gareth Lane. My wife Jenny and I, along with our four children,
moved from South Aylesbury to Berryfields back in 2014 and I’ve been a
Parish Councillor here since May 2015. I’m also the Community Vicar for
Berryfields and lead Church on Berryfields, alongside Jenny (the church
normally gathers in the AVA Primary school hall on Sunday mornings).
Prior to being a vicar, we lived in High Wycombe where I worked as an IT
consultant. I am passionate about making Berryfields an even better place to
live and am often involved in our community events, celebrations and
initiatives.

My name is Louise Rees and I have lived in Berryfields for nearly seven
years. I think Berryfields is a wonderful place to live. My three children
attend Berryfields schools. I am honoured to be a Berryfields Councillor,
with an opportunity to help my local community. I am happy to do all I can to
make Berryfields an even more wonderful place to live! I'm a full-time Mum
with a love of crafts including card making and needlework.

Laurilee Green
I moved to Berryfields in 2014 from south Aylesbury and before moving to
Aylesbury in 2006 I lived in Harrow, North West London.
I am a mum to three children and the older two go to Green Ridge Primary
Academy. As well as being part of the Parish Council, I am also one of the
volunteers that run the local baby and toddler group, 'Little Berries', which
sadly is currently closed due to the Covid-19 restrictions, but we look forward
to reopening as soon as it is safe to do so! We have loved living in
Berryfields since moving here and enjoy being part of such a friendly
community.

Paul Redshaw
I am delighted to be representing the community as one of the Parish
Councillors. I moved to Berryfields in 2018 having grown up and previously
lived in London. I love this area, especially the countryside blended with
having easy access to amenities locally. Outside of the Parish Council I work
for a youth charity and find this very rewarding seeing the change our work
has on young people’s lives.
Berryfields has a wonderful community spirit, which has especially become
evident during the pandemic as we have all chipped-in to help one another. I
am honored to be a part of helping Berryfields and the community develop
over the coming years.

Vernon Hills
I have lived in Berryfields with my wife and two children since 2015. My
daughter attends the AVA school and my son attends a school outside of the
catchment area.
I have got to know quite a lot of "Berryfielders" during this time and when I
am not working I can often be found with my children in one of our parks or
taking a walk around Berryfields with my wife, so please do say "Hello"!

Arun Sekhar
My family and I moved to Berryfields from London in 2018. We absolutely
love this area for its strong community spirit and nearness to the beautiful
countryside.
I am an IT professional with experience having worked for various
multinational companies. I find it rewarding to represent and support our
community. As a councilor, I am keen to ensure that our area remains a
pleasant and safe place to live and to encourage residents to take pride in
that. I intend to get involved in activities to develop our local community while
creating a positive impact on the environment. I enjoy gardening and
photography.

Lucy Harmes
I am 22 years old and have lived in Aylesbury all my life, moving to
Berryfields seven years ago. The only exception to this was in 2018 where
I spent a year living and working in New Jersey, USA as an au pair for a
family. When I returned from the US, Berryfields had changed quite
significantly, and has continued to do so. I am pleased to be representing
the Berryfields community as one of the Parish Councillors and I look
forward to helping support my community. I was one of the many people
furloughed last year. This unfortunate event gave me time to volunteer at
the Roman Park Trust food bank, providing food for families each week. I
enjoy this work, as I feel that I am able to use some of my skills and
support people in need.
Naser Habib
I have lived in Aylesbury since 2009, and moved to Berryfields with my wife
and three children in 2015. We instantly fell in love with the area. All our
children attend local schools and we are very proud members of the
community.
Serving as a Parish Councillor since 2019 I have been able to get involved
in events and other projects to improve the lives of our residents including
coordinating Neighbourhood Watch for which I am a passionate advocate.
I really enjoy getting involved and making this an even better place to live,
helping wherever I am needed.
As a restauranteur, with Munchies in Fairford Leys and House of Spice in
Haddenham, I have a lot of interaction with the locals from the
Buckinghamshire community. I would highly recommend more members of
the community to get involved in making Berryfields the very best that it can
be!

Neighbourhood Watch
Safer community
Lower crime
Better relationships
with neighbours

Berryfields
Neighbourhood Watch
join the movement.
https://cutt.ly/qbcdGCh

New GP surgery
Groundwork has begun on the care quarter next
to Martin Dalby Way and Paradise Orchard.
There will be a new GP surgery (with dental
suite) nearest the big roundabout, a care home
and a nursery on the site. The GP surgery
project has been run by a collaboration between
Montpelier Estates and the doctors from
Meadowcroft Surgery and Berryfields Medical
Centre, with help from the Buckinghamshire
CCG and NHS England, and has so far taken
about two and a half years through some twists
and turns, not least the lockdown.

On 1st April 2021 the two surgeries merged legally and financially, but until we are move into the
new building, patients will not notice any difference as they will continue to go to the same site and
see the same staff as before. The merger means that we now have 26,000 patients and continue to
grow with the new housing in North-West Aylesbury and Berryfields. We will be completely merged
with the same systems and services by the time we move in to the new building.
The building will be three storeys, the
second floor initially not covering the entire
building ‘footprint’, with the agreement to
extend the second floor as we grow. In the
large open lobby, we are planning to provide
help for the community member to find out
about and plan the care that they need as
easily and efficiently as possible, with
trained reception staff and public IT (this is
called “care navigation”). This, and some

FOBS

rooms behind the reception area could also be used by community groups who have interests in
health promotion. Moving further into the building there will be three clinical room clusters each with
mini waiting areas which will enable staff to work in multidisciplinary teams; it may be that people are
registered with one of these clusters and their staff for mutual familiarity. There will be a larger
nursing / procedure area on the first floor. On the first floor there will be a dental suite and another
area for group consultations. The top floor will be mainly for staff and other local NHS groups, and
will have a large meeting room.
Look out for pictures and diagrams on the surgery websites over coming months.
We hope that many people will walk or cycle to the surgery if they are able, in order to reduce traffic
and improve health. The Aylesbury Garden Town project which is right opposite the surgery looks
like it could greatly improve off-road access from Quarrendon and Buckingham Park; please consider
feeding back to the council about the importance of off road access while the Garden Town
consultation is still open https://www.aylesburygardentown.co.uk/the-masterplan-and-projects/thegardenway/how-to-get-involved/ . We have been liaising with the council and bus companies. There
will be a large car park in front of the surgery.

We are not quite at the stage of knowing the details of how systems within the new building will
function, but we know that the building will enable us to deliver a more modern high quality primary
care health service, working more closely with community groups and catering for all ages and
disabilities, which is more able to adjust to changing needs over time. We are determined to preserve
the important qualities of a friendly, accessible community ethos.
The most-asked question is “When will it be finished?”. I’ve learnt to try and curb my optimism and
enthusiasm whenever I’m asked this, so I’m saying “hopefully before the end of 2022”.
Dr Phil Clayton
Director, BK Health Ltd (Meadowcroft Surgery), Aylesbury
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Berryfields Book Swap
With thanks to our volunteers Amanda and her son for the marvellous job they are doing in sorting the
books, Berryfields Parish Council now has its own book swap store.
The store is situated
outside Roman Park hall
and is free for anyone to
access. You can go and
peruse the books at your
leisure. If you see one
you
like,
you
are
welcome to take it, read
it, keep it if you really
love it, or return it, or
replace it with another.

"Every time I visit, there are new books in the library.
Sometimes I take one; sometimes I replace one;
sometimes I just browse; and every time I come away
feeling restored in my belief of just how brilliant human
kindness can be”

Berry Pickers

The ‘Berry Pickers’ started with just myself, my children and a buggy. Whilst
we lived in Devon, I got involved with beach cleans regularly, so when we
moved to Berryfields we continued doing our own little litter picking jaunts. We
would collect lots of rubbish and while we were out litter picking, people would
recognise us (from all the large bin bags hanging of the pushchair!) and thank
us for the work we were doing. One day, Carol Clifford approached me
on the Community Facebook page regarding on one of my posts I had put on there and asked if we
would like to team up and make an official group because she was also doing her own litter picking
around the estate. From that day, the Facebook group ‘Berry Pickers’ was born!
We brainstorm ideas to get families involved to clean up our community and litter pick, this includes
ideas such as competitions and recognition awards, which are a lot of fun! We are also grateful to
several local companies for their help in donating equipment as the group grew so that we can
involve more people in our efforts.
Our first large event was held was held on 17th April and
we were met with an amazing turn out of over 30
volunteers. They all did a fantastic job and we collected
over 47 bags of rubbish in just 2 hours! We have since set
up more events which have seen even bigger numbers.
Thank you to all the support we have received and to
everyone that helps us to ensure we have a clean and
more beautiful environment to live in.
Alexis O'Neill

Berryfields Residential Snake
In February my son saw the stone snake in Bedgrove park and
was really keen to start one in Berryfields. I approached the parish
Council and they were very supportive of the idea. I made a sign
and placed it on the footpath between the Pippin Road and Melba
Street parks. I posted the idea on the Berryfields Community
Facebook group and it took off from there!
It's been lovely the way the community has got involved and the
snake grew to an enormous length between February and April.
There have been so many creative designs, made by people of all
ages. Many residents have commented on how much they've
enjoyed seeing the snake grow on their walks along the footpath.
The ground on which the snake was located is due to be ploughed,
so the snake is being stored safely until it can be placed in a new
permanent home at Roman Park"
by Amanda Jones

Construction of our Roman Park Hall
started on 5th May!

Roman Park Hall and courtyard

This long-awaited community facility will offer a
variety of spaces for hire, including large and
small halls, meeting rooms and outdoor space,
ideal for parties. It will cater for small meetings
and for events with up to 200 guests, offering a
much-needed, quality facility for the Berryfields
community, local groups, classes, music and
other events, families, and businesses to meet.
The courtyard will increase the space for weddings and other summer events with a full catering
kitchen, and a small kitchen and servery accessed from the small hall. In short, a facility in keeping
with Berryfields and its residents.

Development at Roman Park commenced
during 2016 with the creation of 52 allotments.
Big Top Nursery opened in December 2020. A
cycleway now runs through the centre of the
park which will be bordered by Versailles boxes
containing mature trees, joining the Greenway
from Waddesdon, via the station car park,
eventually offering a safe cycle route to Aylesbury. A gazebo is in place, offering an outdoor place
to meet for the community. Berryfields Buddies, a project to help combat loneliness, and the
Berryfields Community Larder are based at Roman Park. A community orchard was planted earlier
this year along with an ‘edible’ hedge along the railway line fence and these will soon be producing
fruit for walkers to enjoy. The children’s playground at the southern end of the park is much
enjoyed and includes trampoline and small zip wire for younger children
Tennis courts, an all-weather playing surface, kiosk and
office/equipment store will follow along with a Roman
Road replica, extensive tree planting and running track.
The fully accessible viewing mound will take advantage
of the views of the hilltop villages of Pitchcott, Oving,
Whitchurch and Hardwick to the east and Waddesdon
Manor to the north of Berryfields. Building is expected
to be completed during spring 2022.

ROB BUTLER MP
The move to step 3 of the roadmap out of lockdown is extremely welcome news, as we are once
again able to mix indoors - whether at the home of family and friends, at pubs and restaurants, or in
cinemas, theatres and some sports stadia.
This builds on the successful return of non-essential retail, hairdressers, and outdoor hospitably
and I‘ve been pleased to see how busy the local area has been, with many people meeting loved
ones, visiting favourites such as Esquires Coffee, and enjoying the countryside using the
Waddesdon Greenway.
Unfortunately, one of the downsides of more people spending time outside has been litter being
strewn across our countryside by people who are frankly selfish and inconsiderate. I recently met
local residents who are giving up their time to litter pick in Berryfields, and although these
volunteers are a credit to our community spirit, their effort really shouldn’t be necessary. It costs
neither time nor money to take litter home, and I would like to see harsher measures taken against
those who show so little respect for our environment.
Not only will the coming weeks mean we can et others inside our favourite cafes and restaurants,
they will also be crucial for our local economy as we continue to recover from the coronavirus crisis.
To help build back better, local housing development must be complemented by suitable transport
links and community services. I am pleased to see the beginning of construction of the new
Berryfields Medical Centre, for example, but our transport connections can still be improved. That is
why I have repeated my call in Parliament for funding for the Aylesbury spur of the East-West Rail
and challenged the Housing Secretary to ensure local development is matched by service
provision.
I am delighted work on the New Haydon Hill cycleway has now begun, connecting Roman Park
with Gogh Road. This new cycleway will create a bike and pedestrian-friendly route from nearby
Waddesdon to the town centre, and as we emerge from the coronavirus crisis, initiatives like this
are exactly what we need to help us make Aylesbury less congested, more sustainable, better
place to live, work, visit and invest.

New electric bike scheme leads the charge along
Waddesdon Greenway
The installation of a second docking station at
Aylesbury Vale Parkway railway station,
together with more e-bikes, will shortly
complete Buckinghamshire's first e-bike rental
scheme along the popular Waddesdon
Greenway route.
Linking the train station with Waddesdon
Manor, which already had a docking station
and ten bikes installed last year, the
Greenway provides a safe and tranquil route
for riding whether for recreation, commuting or
simply exploring the local area.
The e-bikes are available on a first-come-firstserved basis and full instructions on how to
hire are displayed on the docking stations
themselves. Hire charges are £1.50 for the
first hour and £1.00 for each additional 30
minutes. The bikes charge up through the
docking stations and are available round the
clock, 365 days a year.
The scheme reflects the hard work put in by
the Council, Aylesbury Garden Town,
Waddesdon Manor and Chiltern Railways over
the last year to set everything up. The e-bikes
are operated by French company Smoove,
with full repair and maintenance support from
local company Cyclefleet. Bikes will be
available for an initial period of 12 months and
full customer support will be available 24
hours a day.

Parish Office
01296 925750
Sue Severn CiLCA PSLCC
Parish Clerk & RFO
clerk@berryfieldspc.org

Please get in touch if we can help, or if you have any
questions about Berryfields

Anthea Cass CiLCA
Deputy Clerk
anthea.cass@berryfieldspc.org

Agnieszka Alborzpour
Consultant
agnes@berryfieldspc.org

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 2021
16th June, 21st July,15th September, 20th October, 17th November. Agendas & minutes on website, PC noticeboards & social media
www.berryfieldspc.org

clerk@berryfieldspc.org

