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George Newman opening Glenton Green
our fully accessible playground



A note from the Chairman

Firstly I would like to introduce myself as the newly elected Chairman for 
Berryfields Parish Council. The PC said goodbye to Cllr Simon Carter and Cllr Ashley
Waite who resigned at the end of last year. We would like to thank Simon and Ashley for 
their contribution over the years during which they served as Parish Councillors and 
we wish them all the best for the future; Simon in his new life on the Coast and
Ashley while he concentrates on his Buckinghamshire Council election campaign.

I moved to Berryfields in 2013, was co-opted as a Parish Councillor in 2016, and have
served as the vice-chairman for some time. During this time I have seen Berryfields grow
significantly, with a new primary school, shops, nursery and numerous new playgrounds
built to serve the ever growing community.

The PC continues to receive complaints about dog and litter bins overflowing. All the bins
on land managed by the PC are emptied twice a week, however a few individuals are
filling up bins with waste from home. Not only is this very costly for the PC (as we must
arrange additional empties) but it is also resulting in litter being blown around Berryfields.
As a result, the PC have had to recruit volunteers for litter picks, for which we are very
grateful for all those who have spent their free time keeping Berryfields tidy. My ask to all
those on Berryfields is twofold: if a bin is not readily available as it is full, or not to hand,
please dispose of the waste at home, and secondly do not fill the bins with waste from
home - this is fly tipping and the PC will take action against those responsible.

April will bring a close to the Parish Council’s financial year, the opportunity for residents
to elect their local councillors for the forthcoming term, and the new Council Tax Precept
published. Berryfields Parish Council is in need of new Councillors after the recent
resignations and I would ask anyone who would like to volunteer to help make Berryfields
the best it can be to contact Sue Severn, Parish Clerk (clerk@berryfieldspc.org) for more
details on the role of a Parish Councillor and how to stand for election in May.

2021 will be a key milestone year for Berryfields as we see further facilities being made
available to residents. Details about the precept, the role of a local councillor and what is
planned for 2021 are among the many other topics to follow in this issue of Berryfields
News.

Cllr James Inch
Chairman, Berryfields Parish Council

A note from the Chairman



"It is a privilege to serve
Berryfields as a Parish
Councillor, I have had the
opportunity to meet a lot of
people from all areas of our
community, help shape the
development to better meet the
communities needs, and
champion ideas and concerns.
As a Parish Councillor, you can
really see the difference  your
contribution makes at a local
level, from arranging
community events to helping
shape the extensive facilities
available to those on
Berryfields”
 
Cllr James Inch

"Berryfields is a new Parish and stands at the beginning of a brilliant future with exciting projects
planned such as the creation of our very own park, called Roman Park. It will host a fantastic Village
Hall and tennis courts, and a range of other facilities. I am happy to volunteer as a councillor
assisting the Parish Council in making Berryfields the best it can be. I can recommend being a
councillor to anyone that feels strongly about being part of 
shaping the future of Berryfields. I have experienced that there is a 
sound community spirit in Berryfields that contributes to the wellbeing 
for all, not least myself.  

I can say to you: Become a Parish Councillor and start representing 
the interests of Berryfields Parish and its residents".
 
Cllr Monique Foster



Cleaning services, e.g. refuse and recycling collections, street cleaning, removing abandoned
cars, graffiti and litter
Environmental services, e.g. food safety, air quality and noise pollution control
Licensing services, e.g. alcohol, food and entertainment premises, taxis and street traders
Planning and building control services
Leisure facilities and sports and art services, e.g. parks and open spaces (outside of Berryfields)
Electoral services, e.g. voter registration
Children's & Adult Social Care 
Libraries
Health & wellbeing 
Highways, rights of way

This tax is collected by Buckinghamshire Council, and is levied on all domestic properties in the
County. (Some householders do not pay Council Tax due to their level of income. 
Single person households receive a discount).

The tax pays for services provided by Buckinghamshire Council including:

For details of all services please see: www.buckscc.gov.uk/services/

A proportion of the Tax goes to the Police and Fire Authorities. In 2020/21 the cost of Council Tax 
for a Band D (average) property was £27.35 per week with £1.21 attributable to Parish Precepts.

This year Bucks proposes an increase of 3.99% for its proportion of the Tax. 
At the time of writing we do not have details of the Police and Fire Authority charges.

Council Tax and The Parish Precept – how it works



Budgeted expenditure is shown below, with routine costs paid from Precept and reserves. Projects
such as Roman Park Hall and Park, tennis courts and other facilities are grant funded, not covered
by precept or council tax payments.

Berryfields Parish Council Precept 2021/22
The Parish Council is only too aware of the cost of Covid and difficulties experienced by many in
current times and works to ensure its budget covers the cost of maintaining services, playgrounds,
parks and public land it owns or manages within Berryfields. This year the Precept is £170,000,
which is £66.45 per year for a Band D property, or £1,28 per week, an increase of 7 pence per
week since last year.

The graphs show that the Precept represents just 46% of the Parish’s income with the remainder
coming from commercial activity, grants and other funding.



Roman Park Community Trust was formed by the amalgamation of Watermead Volunteer Army
with Berryfields Parish volunteers with the simple aim of restoring dignity to families and others in
need.  

Working in community partnership with Watermead and Berryfields Parish Councils and Aylesbury
Town Council, local schools in Bierton, Buckingham Park, Berryfields, Aylesbury and Haddenham,
MacIntyre Trust, Age Concern, Community Boards, HS2, Greggs, Fair Share, Tesco, Booker
Distribution, Berryfields Consortium of developers, Proludic and other companies as well as
individuals, we raise funds, collect food and obtain grant funding for projects to improve life for
local residents.  

Since May last year our volunteers have delivered tinned, dried and fresh food yielding over 7,000
meals as well as lunch foods and snacks and treats for children. This has only happened with
dedicated helpers tirelessly collecting food from doorsteps, shops and wholesalers every week.
Frequently late in the evening.  Emergency parcels of food, toiletries and other items are delivered
seven days a week.  Prescriptions are collected and shopping delivered, as necessary.  

We are always available, and easy to reach.  No referral is needed, just a phone call, explanation
of what’s required and a chat to find out who needs help and their ages in the case of children.  

Our free, confidential, advice service include financial, legal, employment, housing and benefits
with a back to work project writing CVs and mock interviews from qualified professionals.  We
signpost clients to additional sources of help.  Refurbished laptops are donated to school pupils to
aid homework and help them to avoid social exclusion.  

The Trust also raises funds for community recreation and leisure facilities at Roman Park where
the Community Larder and food storage facility is based.  A project to combat loneliness is starting
this spring.

Our Christmas Stocking Appeal, helped families in need with 132 Christmas stockings for parents
to give to their children on Christmas day. The stockings included pyjamas bought for each child
(funds raised by HS2’s staff having a PJs at work day!), wonderful presents were donated by
parishioners, St James the Great, Bierton, Berryfields, Watermead and Aylesbury Town Council
and we included toiletries and other gifts.  Each family received a large turkey and all the
trimmings funded by a generous benefactor, while funding for food parcels for a further month was
also received.  We are so grateful for all donations.  All money donated goes directly to benefit
families - no administration charges are incurred. 

RESTORING DIGNITY



FOBS

 
In Autumn 2020 we were honoured to receive a Pride of
Bucks Award for Community work as well as being
Highly Commended for our contribution to the Covid-19
response in Buckinghamshire.  We are delighted and
honoured.  Rob Butler MP wrote of his pride in the
community spirit and joined us in our delight at being
able to grow and continue our work through the Trust.

We are now turning our thoughts towards Easter with
the aim of collecting 100+ eggs to give one each to the
children in families we support.  The knitted chicks and
rabbits are looking forward to seeing their new homes at
Easter!

We have received a 5 Star food hygiene rating;  
an achievement from a standing start, offering 
reassurance to our clients that we take care when 
storing and handling their food.

Food parcels include eggs, fruit
and fresh food as well as plenty
of treats and toiletries.  

Every single donation makes such 
a big difference to local families.



FOBS

I'm Richard, the head womble of the Aylesbury Wombles which I set up in June 2019 
along with my daughter Abigail. She had the great idea of setting up a litter picking
group in Aylesbury to tackle the issue of rubbish on our streets and to meet new people.
So far, we have collected over 4000 bags! Without the wonderful volunteers who pick litter come rain
or shine, we could not have achieved this massive number, which still continues to grow weekly! This
is both a good and a sad thing at the same time: it is good to see that we have such brilliant,
conscientious, and caring residents of Aylesbury who want to keep their local communities litter-free,
but it is also a sad thing in that we still have lots of rubbish that is just thrown on our streets and into
our hedgerows; in an ideal world, there would be no need to litter pick! 
 
The Aylesbury Wombles meet every weekend, COVID-19 restrictions permitting, and during this time
we follow COVID-19 rules of solo/bubble wombling. We will loan you everything you need to
complete a litter pick in your street or area, so you can just get out and start litter picking without any
worries! We believe that Aylesbury Wombles is all about loving where you live and building a
community spirit by making our town cleaner and greener! 
 
If you would like to join in please get in in touch 
by either visiting our Facebook page or sending an email to
aylesburywombles@gmail.com 
 

 
I look forward to seeing and hearing about all the brilliant wombling 
in Berryfields, but be warned it highly addictive! 

Womble love,
Richard

The Duke of Edinburgh Award

Hello Berryfields!

"It’s not our rubbish, but it is our town" 

Thank you to the Parish Council for giving me the opportunity to write in this newsletter about my
voluntary project in the neighborhood.
In November, I signed up for the DofE Bronze Award. The Duke of Edinburgh award helps towards a
productive and prosperous future - it looks great on your CV, displaying qualities of perseverance,
commitment, and determination.

The Award is split up into three sections - Physical, Skills, and Volunteering. For my voluntary
section, a 3-month program, I chose to do litter picking. It was the perfect opportunity to express my
passion for my neighborhood. When I presented my idea to the Parish Council, they were more than
happy to guide me through this project. 
 
Initially, I started with the parks in Berryfields, which are dear to my sister and me - as well as
all other children. However, as the section is a 3-month project, this expanded out into the streets of
Berryfields too! 



"Riding bikes can be as relaxing, exhilarating, tiring, or fun as you make it with a type of bike to suit
all ages and any ability"

 
Hi, I'm Pete and I've been riding and racing bikes for over three decades now; 
from Downhill and Cross country Mountain Bikes to BMX and fixed gear 
Track Bikes. It all started when I was a young lad (a long time ago now!) 
and a Doctor informed me that cycling and being outside would drastically
improve my asthma. It was all the advice I needed and since then have never
looked back. Cycling has provided me with lifelong friends, amazing
trips to places I could never have imagined visiting, moments of glory (and
despair!), a creative outlet and a good level of overall health and fitness.
 
I have three young children that all absolutely love to be on their bikes: 
the eldest at eight years old, Isaac, flies downhill on his mountain bike; Lenny, the middle one at six
years old, is a regional level BMX racer, well used to bringing home trophies and Fred, my youngest
at three years, has no fear of steep slopes and rough tracks.
 
As residents of Berryfields estate, we are blessed to have great, safe, and easy to access networks
of paths and trails local to us: we can easily cycle to Waddesdon on the Greenway; over to
Watermead using the trail alongside the river and on the way we can even stop and use the fun
layout of the skatepark for some excitement. As well as the facilities close to home, our surrounding
area of the Chiltern hills provides a fantastic place for exploring on road bikes or on off-road
Mountain bikes.

Over the last few years, Pump Tracks (like mini BMX tracks that rely
on rhythm to get speed), have become extremely popular amongst
all types of cyclists as they encourage riders of all ages and abilities
to improve technique and skill levels. These tracks fit in small areas
and if designed properly can be incredible places to catch the cycling
bug and keep kids having fun and not drifting off into less creative or
anti-social activities. Hopefully, the proposed one for our estate will be
built so we can inspire, offer advice and tips to any young (or old for
that matter) cyclists, so they too can enjoy the amazing opportunities
that getting on two wheels can bring.
 
Pete Bowcock
 

It gives me great pride to contribute to our community, 
as well as encouraging a cleaner environment. 

So next time if you see me out in the streets 
- please don't forget to give me a thumbs up!

Binath Brijesh, 
a proud Berryfielder

My hobby



Thanksgiving is becoming increasingly popular as a mental wellbeing tool.  People struggling with
their mental health are often encouraged to keep a gratitude diary, writing down three or more things
each day that make them feel grateful.  Even on the hardest days.  The reports are that it proves
very helpful.  In Christianity, thanksgiving is part of regular practice with the belief God delights as
we give thanks for all we have, just as a parent delights in watching a child enjoy food or toys or play
or learning.  

PRACTICES Keep a gratitude list or jar. Write down three things each night you are grateful for from
the day. 

We might talk about it, make a piece of art about it (whether we’re good at painting or drawing or
not!).  We might sing sad songs or make scrapbooks or photobooks to remember people by.  We
might need to cry or walk or exercise or light a candle in memory.  Lament is also woven through
the Judeo/Christian tradition and in the middle of the Bible (you may have on a shelf), there is the
book of Psalms, which are early Jewish songs to God.  Some of them are hugely helpful at
expressing our sadness and anger and lament;  e.g. Psalm 42 involves honest recollection of how
we are feeling, and a passionate expression to God of the pain and difficulty that we are
experiencing.  
PRACTICES Maybe read aloud Psalm 42 expressing your lament, or look on YouTube at Tori
Kelly’s song of Psalm 42.  Alternatively, you might want to write down your own list or poem about
how you feel and read that aloud.

You might be thinking I’m about to launch into a piece all about how the
pandemic has affected me and my family.  However, I think what would be far 

OUR PANDEMIC EXPERIENCE 
 Revd Gareth Lane

One thing I have enjoyed through the
lockdowns has been getting out for a walk
most days into the surrounding fields.  It’s at
those times I’ve probably been most thankful
for living in Berryfields. 

Last year my Mother died quite suddenly,
there is much over the last year to be sad
about and I know of at least 2 other people
who have passed away here in Berryfields
this past year.  To lament is to describe all
that sadness.  

more helpful would be for us individually to think through how this pandemic has impacted us.  I’ve
just put a few ideas down here to help you reflect on your personal or family's experience.  Maybe
try and find a quiet place, or you could do over a meal alongside your children (if you have them),
and use the questions to explore what’s been going on for you.



PRACTICES  Write or draw in a notebook for a few moments each week to help you reflect on your
life and think things through.  After a few weeks, it can be helpful to look back and see how things
are going.  Another idea is talk through your experiences of the pandemic – good and bad - with
someone you trust.  Invite them to ask questions and to listen carefully. Sometimes it’s in talking with
someone else that things become clearer.  If you don't have anyone, feel free to contact 
 info@churchonberryfields.org  and we can help find someone.

Jesus lived like that and his friends wanted to learn to live like that too.  So Jesus gave them what
Christians call ‘The Lord’s Prayer’.  If you’ve never prayed regularly before, it’s a great starting place
(google it!) and then ask God for help for other things and other people.  Christians also find it helpful
to pray and worship together, rather than trying only to get to know God by ourselves.  Church on
Berryfields are currently gathering together online 10:30 Sunday mornings, you can check out our
livestreams by searching for Church on Berryfields on YouTube.  Hopefully, by the Summertime we’ll
be back in the AVA Primary School hall!

PRACTICES Ask a Christian you know if they pray, and how they pray.  Ask them what difference it
makes to their life.  Maybe find/buy a Bible or get a Bible app on your phone and start reading one of
the accounts of Jesus's life;  e.g. the section in the Bible called ‘Mark’.  Make sure you find a modern-
language version of the Bible that is easy to understand. 
What I’m looking forward to is that there will be a time of celebrating very soon I’m sure and then we
can all come together as Berryfields Community to celebrate, have fun and sing our songs of joy.  If
you want to check out Church on Berryfields then get in touch one of the ways below:

Many people pray – people of all faiths and
none.  In a crisis we long to know that there is
someone bigger than us who can help us, so
we cry out, hoping there is a God who is loving
and who is listening.  Christians believe that
praying is not just for emergencies - that the
whole of life is meant to be a conversation with
God. 

info@churchonberryfields.org
www.churchonberryfields.org
facebook.com/churchonberryfields 

Jesus said that he is ‘The light of the world’, and countless people around the world have found that
to be true – that his light shines in the darkest places and times.

One of the things I love about the Bible is its
grittiness, we discover it’s full of people finding God
helping them in the midst of their muddles, difficulties
and challenges of life.  Pain and suffering have
always been part of life, and we want to make sense
of them. That’s not always possible, but it can be
possible to find God with us in the dark places of life.  



Lockdown and covid economy inspires single mum to
raffle her home for the price of a coffee  

 
A single mum in Bucks, Wendy Grace, is currently working from home and homeschooling
alongside raffling her home for the same price as a coffee - a life changing opportunity for one lucky
winner! Whilst she never envisaged she would sell her home via a raffle, she has been trapped by
the economy and her situation of needing to move on with a single income.
 
"I have been ready to move onto a bigger home for some time and lockdown has made me more
determined to do so. My two children and I are currently working, learning, playing, cooking and
dining in one living space and it's taking its toll. We dream of moving to a 3 bed with a garden
closer to my twin sister for support." Wendy adds that "Even though we have outgrown the place,
many would dream of owning a lovely 2 bed apartment in such a great location!"
 
Home raffles are fast becoming a popular way to sell properties in such uncertain times. Many have
been successful in doing so, and this is lined up to be the first one in Bucks.
 
You could be in with a chance by entering at wininbucks.co.uk for just £2.50! The prize
will be drawn by 3rd April this year. 
 
If not enough tickets are sold, a cash prize will still be won for the amount of 75% off the revenue
raised (the remainder goes to Raffall where it is hosted and Wendy gains nothing and keeps the
property). Tickets are selling fast though and the prize is already guaranteed to be over £21,000!
 "I am so driven knowing that this is going to change someone's life. The winner could live in it
mortgage free, rent it out or sell it on!"
 
You can follow progress on social media where Wendy gives
regular updates, opportunities to win free tickets and 
entertaining videos
Facebook.com/prizehomebucks an Instagram
@prizehomebucks









I am a local resident of Berryfields for the last 3 years and here to help my neighbours
Please call or text me on: 07958 278453 or email me: grace@bekindhr.co.uk







at Esquires Coffee, Lucas Furniture, Sir Henry Lee Crescent

20% off with this flyer
 




