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Christmas is now just a faded memory and having just survived storm Ciara 
and Denis we must look forward to the good times ahead with summer just around 
the corner, the clocks going forward on March 29th and finally putting the winter 
coats away for another year.
 
There have been many challenges since the last edition of Berryfields News in November,
including the unfortunate cancellation of Santa on Berryfields Green due to stormy weather.
Incidents such as this are outweighed by the credible work by the Parish Council team and the
supporting Councillors, with the new community development at Roman Park. The Parish Council
are actively meeting the requirements of the planning conditions, allowing progress to made at an
impressive pace. 

A note from the Chairman

At Roman Park, the water, electricity and broadband are now connected and commissioned in
advance of the construction of the permanent village hall and nursery, along with the temporary
village hall. The temporary village hall groundwork is soon to start and should be up and running,
albeit much smaller than the permanent hall by early summer. Much construction work is taking
place at Roman Park and as such, I must ask you to avoid the north end (near AVP Station) as it is
now a construction site. Full access can still be gained from Valor Drive for all allotment holders
and dog walkers.
 
It has been a real boost to see the majority of shops in Concorde Square opening at last. It is so
encouraging to see how many of the community are making the most of these new retail
establishments and passing positive comments on the community Facebook page. With planning
permission finally granted for the new medical centre on the adjacent piece of ground to the shops
 towards Martin Dalby Way, Lucas Furniture under construction and the finished layer of tarmac to
the roads being planned by the Consortium, there is lots to look forward to.
 
Another matter of influence for our parish is the Aylesbury Garden Town status that has been
granted. A team from AVDC held an open evening at the Academy in January that was well
attended by parishioners who are interested in the long-term strategy for the area. 
Parish Precept:  Councillors resolved that the Parish Precept for Berryfields would not be increased
for the financial year 2020/21.  This reflects the prudent management of the council’s budget,
ensuring that levels of service can be maintained and improved.  No precept funds are committed
to the Roman Park development which will be funded from grants, Section 106 funds and
fundraising, as well as income from the nursery and temporary village hall buildings.
 
The Parish Council elections will be held in May, so if you are interested in having an input on
planning, expenditure and the community please contact the Parish Clerk, details below.
Otherwise, please make every effort to vote for your Councillors as these are voluntary positions
and your support is important to our success on your behalf.
 
Finally, I hope that you will be available to join in the Great British Spring Clean litter pick on
Sunday 29th March. This is a national event that with many thousands of people joining in. Let’s
make sure that Berryfields flies the flag!
 
As always, if you any need to contact the Parish Council, please contact clerk@berryfieldspc.org.
 
Simon Carter 
Chairman 



 
 
The Parish Council has sat for an additional year to allow its future elections to coincide with those of
the new Buckinghamshire Council.  Election day for Buckinghamshire Council, Parishes and the
Police Commissioner is Thursday 7th May.  
 
Current councillors are honoured to represent parishioners and their interests, voluntarily representing
the best interests of parishioners.  Each has brought their own skills and areas of interest, producing
events, Berryfields News, developing knowledge and interest in governance and council
administration and supporting projects within the community such as Roman Park’s development.
 
If you would like to join the Parish Council, and stand for election, please get in touch with Sue
Severn, our Parish Clerk, who will have nomination papers available from 31st March. 
Papers must be returned to the Gateway council offices in Aylesbury by 8th April.  
 
Berryfields Parish Council wants to hold the General Power of Competence, giving it the freedom to
act, as any individual can, within the law, in a less restricted way, for the benefit of the whole
community.  We are fortunate to have a qualified Parish Clerk, and we need to maintain the required
number of elected parish councillors who must be elected, rather than co-opted.  The forthcoming
changes in local government in Buckinghamshire, and the possibility of further devolved services
increase the scope of activity for the PC.  
 
The next years will make for interesting and challenging times for parishes. The work of councillors
includes attendance at one monthly evening parish council meeting, apart from August and
December, and a budget meeting during December at which Councillors consider the next year’s
budget requirements.  The Parish Precept (the council’s income) is set formally at the January parish
council meeting when it is debated. Considering things such as planning matters, traffic and highways,
land management, grant funding applications, anti-social behaviour, ensuring the right level of
provision of waste bins and dog bins, land management, allotments and so on, as well as other
projects for the benefit of the community from time to time ensure a variety of skills are needed. 
 
Councillors need to make time available for council meetings, and to work on individual projects from
time to time.  The work is interesting and rewarding, giving Councillors a chance to get involved in the
community for good and is a great way to meet new people and learn new skills.  
 
Training is provided. Candidates representing all sections of the community are most welcome.  
A short document explaining the requirements and criteria for standing and a ‘person specification’
can be obtained from the Parish Clerk.  (Contact on 01296 331816). 
 
If you are interested, why not get in touch and we can meet and talk about the role in detail. 

Parish Council Election



 
It was always going to be a wet winter as we
have had three very dry years, for the first
time in 45 years my three ponds were bone
dry. The fields are now so saturated that the
gateways are impassable, the fields are so wet
that machinery cannot travel on them. Since
September 21st 2019 we have had 21" of rain
resulting in only 10% of the winter crops
being planted across the country, this will lead
to a substantial shortage of barley, wheat and
straw.
 

 
As always please enjoy the country side and the beautiful views and

animals but also respect the countryside code of sticking to footpaths
and keeping all dogs on leads.

 
Lambing season is nearly here, the ewes have
been scanned and marked for singles, doubles,
triplets and separated into corresponding groups.
The rams have been taken home to recover and
rebuild their condition before mating season starts
again. 
 
Soon the grass fields will be full of skipping lambs,
wonderful noises, a smell of freshness in the air,
happiness of a new life and the first signs of spring
as flowers and hedges begin to bloom. 
Farming is a difficult balance. The work is hard, for
relatively small reward, dependent on market
forces and things we can't control like the weather.
It is always hard to make a decent profit to allow us
to continue, but by being a mixed farmer the risks
are minimised somewhat.  AT the end of the day,
it's the love and enjoyment of working in an
industry that's in our blood and a way of life 24/7.

The Countryside Counts

 
As an industry in the past farmers have been very quiet and secretive keeping themselves to
themselves which has lead to a lot of hate and misunderstanding about agriculture, the
countryside, the meat and veg that we supply and put on your tables and our care and love for the
animals that we breed and rear. We are the new generation of farmers who are the carers of the
countryside that want to explain how things happen and share our experiences, why things happen
when they do. This will hopefully go some way towards explaining that we (UK) have the highest
standards of animal welfare and food production in the world and heal the rift that has developed
between  the general public and agriculture.      

                                                                                  Farmer Greg Masters

Ewe've been framed!



FOBS

It all started for Mike Bowers over 20 years when
his interest in model villages and scenic settings
took hold and has since then continued to be an
active interest. With the support and keen
interest of his wife Doreen, the models have
grown in not only complexity but in size. Mikes
latest model, an Alpine Village, was started in
September and is still work in progress. As Mike
said “it is never finished because it becomes an
infatuation and minor adjustments can make a
significant difference”. Every detail must be
captured and expressed in scaled detail, 

Berryfields Hobby Corner

 
“The main challenges

have been making space
for an ever-expanding

hobby along with the cost
of sourcing all the models
and paraphernalia that is

required” 

whether it is the train going through the tunnel or the delivery driver pushing a sack barrow
through the snow. The latest model has now taken over the garage but there are no signs of it
getting smaller in the future. Already, Mike and Doreen have installed over 600 trees, 30 houses,
countless street lights and miniature characters, not to mention two separate railway tracks.
Mikes advice to anybody that wants to take up the hobby – start small. 
 

Mike's approach to life as an ex-engineer is to find solutions and creating something from
nothing, a trait that is perfect for this past time.
 

Well done Mike and Doreen, we look forward to seeing your next project.

If you have an interesting hobby and would like to feature in your Parish Magazine, please
contact us with a description of your interest. Contact details are on the back page.

Mike Bowers - Alpine Village 













JOIN FRIENDS & NEIGHBOURS 
AT BERRYFIELDS GREEN FOR A 

FAMILY VILLAGE PICNIC ON
 

FRIDAY 8TH MAY  
 

DETAILS TO FOLLOW

 


