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Chairman's Annual Parish Council report to Annual Parish Meeting
applications in the last year, with many of our
recommendations being upheld by AVDC. (Good
The May 2015 elections saw the
formation of a new parish council Berryfields Parish Council.
I am pleased to report on Berryfields
Parish Council's activities over the
last year. This report will also be
available on the Berryfields Parish
Council web site at
www.berryfieldsparishcouncil.co.uk.
Parish Councillors are all volunteers on the Parish
Council and are bound by legislation and Powers of
the parish council, and represent all parishioners.
The Councillors have put in many hours over and
above the scheduled meetings they attended. They
attended working groups, represented the Parish at
other outside bodies, as well as liaising with
residents, and their work behind the scenes has been
enormous.
The Council meets monthly (excluding August &
December) on the third Wednesday of each
month. Members of the public are always very
welcome. There is a public session at the start of
each meeting where parishioners can ask questions,
make comments and raise issues they're concerned
about. Working groups meet on a regular basis.

Planning
The Parish Council is not the responsible Planning
Authority, this is Aylesbury Vale District Council. We
are, however, a 'statutory consultee' and receive all
planning applications within or close to the Parish for
comment. We have commented on 14 planning
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opportunity to explain that we're not the PA and
how it works).
Most of the Berryfields development planning was
determined prior to the formation of the Parish
Council and so we are only informed of alterations to
these plans. We are also consulted on street
naming, diversion of footpaths, illuminated signage
such as that for Miller & Carter and even, recently,
the ATM and fascia for the planned Sainsburys store.

Recreational
Areas
Much of the work
undertaken by
the Parish council
in respect of
public areas is
largely
unseen. Without
the work,
residents would
notice a
deterioration in
our environment
– managing the
maintenance of
the Play Areas
and public space
at Berryfields
Green and other
common land
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areas of the Parish which have been passed from the
developers and the provision of Litter and Dog Waste
Bins.

various grant and charity funding available to us for
this project.

Finance and Governance
Talking about public spaces leads me on to:

For the financial year 2017-18 the Berryfields Parish
Council Precept has been set at £34.98 (£2.92 per
month) for an average band D household, an
increase of £4.18 per annum over last year's Band D
Precept. Out of interest, the average for
Buckinghamshire overall is £60 a household.

Roman Park
This exciting project continues to receive a vast
amount of time and input from the councillors. Many
meetings have taken place over the past year in
respect of developing a community 'heart' on the
land between Aylesbury Parkway Station and
Exemplar Park.

Your Parish Councillors are dedicated to ensuring
that the Village gets the maximum level of service
within the budget that we have set, operating
prudently and sharing resources with other parishes
wherever possible.
There will be significant growth in the
responsibilities of the Parish Council over the coming
months and years but the Council will continue to
work hard to ensure value for money for all of the
services provided. There is an expectation in the
Village of a very high standard of service which the
Parish Council strives to uphold.

Many residents attended a consultation day last
October and were able to view some initial plans and
offer ideas for what types of activities they would
like to see included within the final plans. We have
listened to your feedback and taken ideas onboard in
order to ensure the space caters for the entire
community.
We have been in discussion with Bucks County
Council, Aylesbury Vale District Council Planning
Department. We have appointed Architects and
Consultants to offer invaluable advice and to assist
with design and planning. (The architect's drawing is
available to see at PC meetings showing the latest
iteration of the plan for the park). Meetings have
taken place with Ecological experts and people who
are responsible for management of such areas
currently.

Policing and Crime
Berryfields is served by the Aylesbury North Policing
Team which comprises of an Inspector, a Sergeant,
two Constables and two PCSOs. This team are
responsible not only for policing Berryfields, but also
Weedon, Buckingham Park, Elmhurst and
Watermead.
The policing team occasionally attend Parish Council
meetings, they regularly visit the Tuesday morning
Coffee Stop at Berryfields C of E Primary School
where they engage with local residents and they can
be seen patrolling around Berryfields.

This is a long-term project, however we are aiming to
commence the transformation with the development
of a number of allotments very shortly. We are only
held up by the wait for Network Rail to commence
reinstatement works to the railway embankment
which necessitates the use of some of the park land
for access and plant storage.

Whilst the policing presence may not be as intense
as some may wish, the team have a large area to
police and limited resources. The fact that
Berryfields continues to see a relatively low number
of reported crimes may show the policing is
effective. There were 59 reported crimes in the 12
months to the end of March. The Police ask us to
advise that if you are concerned about crime you

The first phase of the village hall complex will
incorporate many facilities and it is estimated that
the cost will be in the region of £1.6 million. The
parish council are in discussions with a charity
fundraising consultant in order to investigate the
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be held on 2nd September and there are plans to
stage the Christmas Tea again.

should call 101, or 999 if it is actually taking
place. They do not monitor Facebook, we need to
report crimes/concerns.

Thanks
A Neighbourhood Watch Scheme has recently been
set up on Berryfields and will be of valuable
assistance to our policing team.

I would like to express my thanks to my Vice
Chairman, Cllr David Williamson and all my fellow
councillors for their support and hard work over the
last year. They have all assisted in different ways to
the organisation of the successful events we have
staged over the past year as mentioned above.

Speeding continues to be an issue around Berryfields
and we continue to monitor this through the use of
our MVAS. Results from this mobile speed sign have
prompted us to purchase a Sentinel System which
will be delivered shortly and will be operated under
the Thames Valley Police Community Speedwatch
scheme.

I would also like to thank Mrs. Sue Severn our Parish
Clerk for all her hard work. The workload generated
by a new community such as ours is considerable,
and it is a testament to her strong work ethic and of
her commitment to our community, that she has
managed to do it all, as well as giving me a huge
amount of help and support and keep the councillors
in order at the same time!

The Parish Council continues to liaise with the AVA
and Buckinghamshire County Council in respect of
current parking issues around the existing schools
and has set up dialogue with BCC and Green Ridge
Academy in an attempt to avoid similar problems
when this school opens in
September. Unfortunately, we have not received
satisfactory assurances from them at this stage but
will continue with talks in an aim to reaching an
approved conclusion.

Duncan Satterly
Chairman
Berryfields Parish Council
PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
7.30 pm COMMUNITY ROOMS
ALL RESIDENTS WARMLY
WELCOMED

Consultation requests
Over the year the Council has responded to a
number of consultation documents including, a
possible Unitary Authority for Buckinghamshire and
HS2.

Dates
Weds 20th September
Weds 18th October
Weds 15th November
No meeting December
Weds 17th January 2018
Weds 21st February
Weds 21st March

Events
Following the success of the community events
organised by the Parish Council last year including a
Beacon Lighting in commemoration of HM Queen
Elizabeth’s 90th birthday, Play around the Parishes,
and the Christmas Afternoon Tea Party for the over
50’s it is planned to stage further events during the
coming year.

Hear about the PC’s work
Tell us what you think
Latest project updates

Full details of these events will be published nearer
the time but we are currently making arrangements
for Play around the Parishes, a Parish Fete which will
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Volunteers are needed in Berryfields to help deliver events, fundraise, keep our parish looking its best. There is no minimum
time commitment, an hour a month makes a real difference.
Some of the things you could do are listed below. If you can help, however much time you have to spare, we would love to hear
from you. Just call 01296 336575 or email clerk@berryfieldsparishcouncil.co.uk and let us know what you would like to do,
suggest things that would be welcome in the community and we will arrange to meet and talk about the role.
Volunteers receive appropriate health & safety training, any equipment needed, and the chance to meet new people, improve
the community. A range of skill sets is required. Anyone from 16 years of age is welcome. Children can assist with some things,
but must be accompanied by an adult.
CURRENT VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES – Volunteers with specific qualifications such as fitness instructors, youth leaders,
language skills, cookery, teaching etc. should get in touch with ideas for community activities. The Parish Council will provide
resource to assist with setting up, training, equipment such as litter pickers. Just give us a call on 01296 336575 or email
clerk@berryfieldsparishcouncil.co.uk

MVAS & SENTINEL SPEEDWATCH
 Move MVAS between sites in
Berryfields.
 Operate Community Speedwatch
Pairs of volunteers – training given.

FUNDRAISING






Sign up members for 50/50 Draw
Run an event
Engage local organisations and groups
Assist with funding applications
Attend events

ACTIVITY LEADERS
 Help run summer activities
– sports, crafts for local
children
(Usual checks required).
BOOK GROUP
Like reading?
Why not form a book group

VILLAGE FETE
 Run a stall
 Help set up / clear up
 Collect raffle/tombola prizes
 Donate a prize

LITTER PICKING

OVER 50s CHRISTMAS TEA PARTY
 Help with planning / on the day
 Bake cakes
 Encourage new residents to attend
 Manage the music / entertainment
SCOUTS

 Organise a litter pick in your own
area
 Clear the area around your home of
litter
 Encourage others to do the same

 Scout leaders & helpers needed to
allow the packs to grow. Please read
the article from 1st Berryfields Scouts
for details.

LANGUAGE LESSONS / COOKERY

CHOIR / AMATEUR THEATRICAL

Could you help someone learn a new
language, bake, decorate cakes, learn
new dishes

Is there a budding Gareth Malone in
Berryfields? Why not form a community
choire?

YOUNG MUMS’ LUNCH CLUB

Over 50s LUNCH CLUB





Negotiate a rate with local restaurants
Advertise the club and meet new people
Enjoy lunch with new friends

This list is not exhaustive, ideas always welcome, it’s not complicated to set up a new group, it just needs volunteers!
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1st Berryfield Scouts Need Your Help!
Could you become a uniformed leader or regular helper?

1st Berryfield Scouts is a thriving group who is passionate about offering young people a full scouting experience.
Since 2014 we have grown from strength to strength and we now have full Beaver and Cub sections and an
expanding Scout Troup.
To enable us to continue to transform the lives of the young people in your community, we are looking for energetic
and enthusiastic people to join our existing team of dedicated leaders and helpers. Teamwork is the key element of
what we do and many adults that get involved find that it's not just the young people who get something out of
Scouting; they also find rewards that they didn't expect.
We are currently looking for people to support us in the following volunteer roles:

Beaver Scout Leader and Assistant
Beaver Scout Leader
You would work as part of a team to
help plan and run weekly meetings for
the youngest of our youth sections.

Assistant Cub Scout Leader

Regular helper

You would work as part of a team to
help plan and run weekly meetings,
camps and outings for the Cub Scouts.

The age range for the members is 6 to
8 year olds and the activities include a
lot of crafts, games and outdoor
activities. We meet at the Community
Suite on a Monday evening.

The age range for the members is 8 to
10½ year olds. The activities are varied
and support the Cubs to develop their
skills. Cubs meet on a Tuesday
evening at the Community Suite.

If you don’t have time to become a
leader but would still like to be able to
give back something to your local
community then we would still love to
hear from you.
We are always on the lookout for
people who have a specific skill they
could share with our sections, for
example if you are a Fire-fighter could
you teach us some fire safety? Or if
you are good at arts and crafts could
you help on a craft night?

You don’t need any previous experience to become a leader or helper as we will provide you with all the training and
development you need to get the most out of this wonderful experience.
If you would be interested in finding our more about how you could help support the young people in your local
community, please contact: Celia Riordan, Group Scout Leader on 07876 717502 or 1stberryfieldsscouts@gmail.com
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The writer asked whether play areas will be fenced in
future. It would be a shame to have to do so in open
areas but if dog owners are unable to control their dogs
and walk them away from playgrounds this will need
consideration.

Letters & questions to the Parish Council
We will be introducing a ‘Letters to the Editor’ page in future
editions but, for now, here are some of the issues raised by
parishioners over the last few months. The views expressed
in this page are those of the writer, not the Parish Council.

‘I note the play area is not fenced off from dogs. I was
surprised to see dogs (any breed), being allowed in
what should be a safe area for children to play’.

Letters to the Editor must be signed and your name will be
published. No anonymous communications will be printed.

Please drive carefully!
‘Please could you draw attention to Berryfields' residents
the dangers of drivers driving over gardens and parking
on gardens.

PLEASE BE CORTEOUS keep dogs on leads in all play
areas and away from children
BMX/PUMP TRACK

We live on a corner property and vehicles are driving on
and over our garden in order to cut the corner. This puts
anyone in the garden at danger of being run over. I have
attached photos illustrating the damaged cracked
paving stone and damaged lawn with a deep tyre rut’.

‘Hi, unable to make the meeting but interested to know
what's happening with the pump/bmx track as I thought
it was supposed to go ahead this summer. Thank you’
The pump track will be constructed as soon as possible as part
of the Roman Park development. The consortium is currently
tendering for the play area at the Exemplar Park end of the
Park.

ALLOTMENTS
We have had many requests for allotments. The land
has been identified and is currently being surveyed and
mapped in order that a License can be granted to the
Parish Council. The allotments will then be marked out
and ploughed, ready for occupation. The PC is getting
quotations from grounds maintenance contractors to
prepare the ground as soon as the License is granted.
We hope that this will be achieved before winter and
those on the waiting list will be contacted as soon as we
have anything to report. Future requests will be placed
on a waiting list, until we can confirm the number of
plots we available to rent initially.

Dogs near play areas and parks
The following is extracted from one email received. It is a
recurring theme. Dog owners are asked to be courteous, pick
up the poo, keep dogs on leads and away from play areas and
equipment.

Dogs after all, will urinate on equipment and if not
supervised, can mess too, and all this can put young
children at risk from Toxocara, plus the fact that dogs
are allowed to roam in this area, whether on long leads
or not, can sometimes intimidate children’.

ABANDONED VEHICLES
Aylesbury Vale District Council advice Last year,
less than 20% of vehicles that were reported to us were
abandoned. In most cases, vehicles which are taxed will
have a current owner. It is worth checking whether the
vehicle has been taxed and has an MOT before reporting
it using the websites below:
https://www.gov.uk/check-vehicle-tax
https://www.gov.uk/check-mot-status
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ROMAN PARK PROJECT
LATEST NEWS
Final outline plans agreed by Parish Council are being prepared for submission for outline planning
approval.
Allotments: The land License is being drawn up in order that the allotment land can be ploughed and
marked out. It is hoped that plots will be available to residents who have requested one by winter. These
are on first-come-first-served basis and any other applicants will be placed on the waiting list.
Village hall and Courtyard: Visuals of the buildings, park and facilities are available to view on our website.
We still need your views and messages of support and details of wants and needs which will be used in our
funding applications.
Fundraising now begins in earnest with our 50/50 Draw launch; summer fete on 2 nd September and call for
volunteers and ideas! More information soon.

PLEASE COMPLETE THE SURVEY BY VISITING
www.berryfieldsparishcouncil.co.uk
and following the link.
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Berryfields dogs, please tell your humans – mine has tried!
PICK UP THE POO, TAKE IT HOME OR PUT IN DOG BIN
NO DOGS IN PLAY AREAS – EVER
DOGS ON LEADS IN ALL PUBLIC AMENITY AREAS
DON’T LET YOUR DOG FOUL GARDENS – KEEP AN EYE ON
THEM WHILE WALKING
Some children and adults are frightened of dogs. Keep yours under
control. Thank you, Sally

EXTRACTED FROM LATEST POLICE REPORT
AVAILABLE IN FULL ON OUR WEBSITE
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WIN PRIZES!
FOR CHILDREN Find the 19 speed sign locations in Berryfields to win an Entertainer
voucher! Just ask your parents to email us at: clerk@berryfieldsparishcouncil.co.uk with
your list.
BE SAFE MAKE SURE CHILDREN ARE ACCOMPANIED WHILE WALKING AROUND
BERRYFIELDS. (Closing date 30th August 2017).

Our 50/50 Draw will be launched at the fete in
September with details of how to join. First draw
December – you need to be in it to win!

JOIN THE PARISH COUNCIL’S MAILING LIST!
Visit www.berryfieldsparishcouncil.co.uk join the mailing list to be
entered into our prize draw to win an Amazon voucher.
DRAW August 2017
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Newborn/Maternity Photographer based in
Aylesbury.
Servicing all your photography needs.
Phone: 07545168469 Email:
info@dbphotographylondon.co.uk

Advertise with us – read by over 2000 homes

CONTACTING BPC

PUBLICATION DATES / COPY DEADLINES

Parish Clerk’s Office
01296 336575

Autumn 2017 October – 13th September
Winter 2017 January – 11th December
Spring 2018 -April – 15th March

Email
clerk@berryfieldsparishcouncil.co.uk

RATES
Berryfields residents 50% discount: Quarter page £25, Half page
£50
Non-residents: Quarter page £50, Half page £100, Full page POA
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Website
www.berryfieldsparishcouncil.
co.uk
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