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Easter is almost upon us - a time for
getting outdoors and starting all those
tasks in the garden – loved or loathed,
they must be done.

has now been agreed that a Sentinel Camera will assist in
the Community Speedwatch Scheme Shortly.
Inside this issue you will find reports on the winning
speed signs, and summer events, as well as some articles
we hope you will find of interest. We welcome the Rt
Hon David Lidington MP to our contributors. A special
offer on Wills from Schwab & Co solicitors is on page 6.
Win prizes - see page 11.

It is also the time for those Council Tax
Notices to drop through our letter boxes.
Despite the continued reduction of
grants from Government, we have kept the 2017–18
precept rise down to under 10p a week, making the
amount the Parish Council receives for a typical Band D
property council tax payer, £34.98. This increase will
enable us to maintain our high standard of public facilities
including the upkeep of the children’s play facilities as
well as maintaining the grass areas around Berryfields. It
will also enable the Council to provide further services in
the future without having to deplete our reserves.

May I take this opportunity of wishing you all a Happy
Easter and look forward to meeting as many of you as
possible at the Annual Parish Meeting in May.
Regards,
Cllr Duncan Satterly Parish Council Chairman

As a council, it is our duty to do our best for the Parish
and this will always be our number one priority. We
realise, however, that we may not always get things
right and we would welcome suggestions from you as
to how we could improve the quality of life in
Berryfields.
You are all very welcome to comment on our
performance in a number of ways:
- by attending our monthly meetings or the Annual
Parish Meeting. All of which are detailed here.
- by contacting any of your Parish Councillors or the
Parish Clerk.
- via our Website or Facebook page.
Berryfields continues to be a safe place to live – our
recent crime figures prove this, with one recent month
showing zero reported crimes.
Speeding however, continues to be an issue. The
MVAS has returned for a while on Berryfields and it
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PLEASE TELL OUR ADVERTISERS THAT YOU
SAW THEIR ADVERTISEMENT IN
BERRYFIELDS NEWS.
Thanks to all our advertisers for supporting
this publication

Newborn/Maternity Photographer based in
Aylesbury.
Servicing all your photography needs.
Phone: 07545168469 Email:
info@dbphotographylondon.co.uk
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Children from the Church of England
Primary School took part in a competition to
design speeding signs for Berryfields. The
standard of entries was very high with the
judges hard pressed to decide the winners
who are listed below.
The winning signs have been produced as
metal street signs, placed throughout
Berryfields, hopefully serving as a
permanent reminder of the children’s
message ‘SLOW DOWN’.
Winners were presented with their prizes of
a £50 voucher for The Entertainer, donated
by Church View, Aylesbury; a voucher for a
family visit to the Odeon Cinema, donated
by Michael Anthony Estate Agents, and
Highly Commended entrants won a book
token donated by the Parish Clerk. The
prizegiving took place at a special assembly
at the school on 16th March attended by
Paul Irwin, County Councillor; Tanya Bacon,
Michael Anthony; Chrissy Urry, Bucks
County Council; PC Chairman Duncan
Satterly; Parish Councillor Wendy
Phillimore; members of the Fire Brigade
were also in attendance… with the fire
engine!

WINNERS
Riley Bella
Gracie Bulmer
Siena Vaghela
Isaac Bowcock
HIGHLY
COMMENDED
Ishika Haribabu
Diyaa Ashok
Alyssa Guiseris

PLEASE – DRIVE CAREFULLY
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near Aylesbury and Wendover to limit the impact of
noise and the visual intrusion. I also regard it as
essential that the management of HS2 raises its game
markedly in terms of how it deals with local residents
and I've impressed on the new team of transport
ministers that HS2's record so far has bred suspicion and
mistrust. Getting things right in terms of local
engagement will be vital when we come to HS2's plans
to manage construction work, including its impact on
roads like the A41.

THE VIEW FROM WESTMINSTER

My other priority with railways is continuing to
campaign for the proposed East-West rail link between
Oxford and Cambridge, and for a revived passenger
route from Aylesbury to Winslow, Bletchley and Milton
Keynes to be part of that project.
Future of local government
Our County and District Councils agree that we need
change, with the present two tier structure replaced by
either a single unitary council for Bucks or two unitaries,
for the north and south of the County. It's now for the
government to make the choice.

Rt Hon David Lidington MP
New Primary School
I'm paying close attention to the plans for a muchneeded second primary school in Berryfields. The latest
from the County Council is that they are still waiting for
the land to be transferred to them by the developer.
Unfortunately this means that the timetable for starting
work has slipped. The plan is now to open the school in
September 2017 in temporary buildings, moving into the
new, purpose-built campus in the summer of 2018.

The current set-up is expensive – five separate councils,
each with back office structures and management
teams.
And it's confusing, with AVDC responsible for housing
and planning, but Buckinghamshire County Council for
the infrastructure that supports those developments
and the lead authority for managing flood risks.

Berryfields Parish Council is working closely with Bucks
County Council to make sure that the interests of
residents are taken into account during the school
building works. Particularly important is an effective
traffic management plan to avoid the kind of problems
that there were during construction of the Aylesbury
Vale Academy.

AVDC collects our rubbish but Bucks has to dispose of it.
We pay our council tax bill to the District, but the
biggest slice goes to the County, to fund expensive
services like social care.
One or two Councils? For me, there are three key
questions: which option costs local taxpayers least;
which provides the best services, and how to ensure a
local council big enough to plan strategically but which
also respects village and town identity.

Railways
The Bill to authorise HS2 was passed by the House of
Lords by an overwhelming and cross-party majority and
has now become law. While this news is a matter of
enormous regret to many people locally, we have to
deal with the situation as it is. I am continuing to press
for further environmental mitigation along the route

If you have views on this or anything else please contact
me via my website davidlidington.com.
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SUMMER DIARY DATES
PLAY AROUND THE PARISHES
THURSDAY 27TH JULY
PARISH COUNCIL SUMMER FETE
FIRST WEEKEND IN SEPTEMBER
(TO BE CONFIRMED)
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
TO HELP ON THE DAY or wish
planning PLEASE EMAIL
jinchbpc@outlook.com
clerk@berryfieldsparishcouncil.co.uk

STALLS AVAILABLE
AT SUMMER FAYRE
EMAIL
friendsofberryfields@gmail.com
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Do you need a Will? Should you make
a will? Irina Schwab, Principal Solicitor and Legal

my nephew George”. Imagine the problem an executor
of these wills faces if, for instance, the Degas painting
had been sold before death!

Executive at Schwab and Co,
encourages everyone to make a
Will.
“Families suffer when loved one
die intestate. I have close friends
who went through this recently.
It’s hard enough coping with
loss, you don’t want the extra
heartbreak of it being
impossible to carry out your loved one’s wishes. It is so
simple to write a Will, and we can help you do this and
store it safely, free of charge. We can also advise you
how to deposit your will with the Probate Service and or
register it with Certainty – the National Will Register.”

Making a Will is particularly Important If:
You have young children. The will should be used to
nominate a legal guardian, and set up financial
arrangements for the children should both you and your
partner both die.
You and your partner are not married or not in a civil
partnership. According to the intestacy rules
summarised above, the law as it currently stands would
leave your partner with NO bequest at all, unless the
assets are held in Joint names.
Your estate is significantly over the current nil rate
Inheritance Tax band. If you do not make a will your
estate may not all go to your spouse.
Mirror Wills
A pair of Wills which reflect the wishes of each other.
Most suited to married couples or couples in a Civil
Partnership.
Living Wills or Advance Directives
Many people wish to have a document drawn up which
will take effect whilst still living but which sets out
certain medical treatments which can or cannot be
administered.
Protective Will Property Trusts
Wills which contain a trust which protects the family
home from residential care fees or for protection of the
family home on a second marriage.
Lasting Powers of Attorney (both Property and Financial
Affairs LPA, and Health & Welfare LPA).
Please note there is a fee of £110 for every LPA
application. However, if the donor qualifies, we can
apply on his/her behalf for a partial or total exemption
provided that all the supporting documents are made
available. Please email us if you would like to know
more about Protective Property Trusts.

BERRYFIELDS NEWS READERS, CAN BENEFIT FROM
OUR SPECIAL OFFER £100 FOR A SINGLE WILL, OR
£150 FOR MIRROR WILLS. TO CLAIM THESE
SPECIAL RATES PLEASE EMAIL
OFFICE@SCHWABLEGAL.CO.UK WITH
“BERRYFIELDS NEWS WILLS OFFER” IN THE EMAIL
SUBJECT LINE. THE OFFER IS VALID UNTIL 30TH
MAY 2017 MIDNIGHT.
The number of recorded deaths in England and Wales
during December fell, compared with November 2016,
and even December 2015, almost two-thirds of adults in
the UK have not made a will, and a third of us will die
intestate. If this happens the ‘intestate person’ will have
their property shared out according to the ‘rules of
intestacy’, not their own wishes.
Without a Will, some of your closest family members
could be left with no right to inherit anything. It is
devastating to see close family left behind struggling
and subsequently having to apply to court for financial
provision from the estate.

Please note that we are only able to offer advice by
appointment.

Please contact us or any specialist Will Writing Solicitor
for this purpose. Writing a will is not as easy as it seems
and it is hardly ever a “Will writing kit” exercise.
Everybody should be made aware that small errors in
the wording can cause problems. For example, “I leave
my Degas painting hanging in the hallway to my
hardworking accountant” or “I leave my classic car to

Irina Schwab, Solicitor,
Schwab & Co Solicitors,
01996 488486
email office@schwablegal.co.uk
www.schwablegal.co.uk
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If the case goes to court this could cost the owner
or person in charge of the animal £1,000.

Dog mess is the most
unacceptable and offensive type
of litter on our streets. Dog fouling
is the issue which is reported to
the Parish Council most
frequently.

The law even states that being unaware a dog has
fouled or not having a suitable bag is not a
reasonable excuse.

Dog fouling is not only deeply
unpleasant, it is dangerous. Whilst
rare, contact with dog excrement
can cause toxocariasis – a nasty
infection that can lead to
dizziness, nausea, asthma and
even blindness and seizures.

There are plenty of dog bins in Berryfields,
please use them when walking. They are for
dog walkers, not for large amounts of poo, or
rubbish. Any bin will do, BAG IT AND BIN IT!

There are estimated to be more than 8 million dogs
producing more than 1,000 tonnes of mess every
day in the UK alone.

In Berryfields, pink spray is used by our
volunteers to draw attention to the poo
and avoid people, particularly children,
coming into contact with it.

While many dog owners are caring, responsible
individuals, there are still some people who do not
clean up after their pets. Anyone who fails to clear
up after their dog can be issued with a Fixed
Penalty Notice.

DOG WALKERS: PLEASE BE RESPONSIBLE
PICK UP AFTER YOUR DOG, BAG IT AND
PUT IT IN THE DOG BIN!
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Berryfields Community Vicar’s Easter
Message
I read a Tweet this week where the politician Nigel
Farage (the former UKIP political party leader) was
speaking on Fox News in the US saying there was
nothing wrong with nationalism and [anyway] “Who in
this world puts the interest of their next door
neighbour's family above the interest of theirs?" The
mocking then broke out on Twitter as people pointed
out to Nigel that that was exactly what Jesus was getting
at in the gospel’s when he said “Love your neighbour as
much as you yourself” Matthew chapter 22 verse 39.

Maybe this Easter as we’re munching on our chocolate
eggs, which represent new life, we could also remember
the amazing events which took place 2000 years ago and
how one man put the love of humankind above that of
himself. I’ll be praying that you all have a restful, peaceful
Easter break. Lastly everyone of all ages is welcome at
the Easter Sunday morning celebration (16th April)
happening at Café Church on Berryfields in the AVA
Academy Atrium 10:30 till 11:30. With activities and time
to reflect on the Biblical Easter story as well as fitting in
an Easter egg hunt.

Roughly a quarter of the pages of the four Gospels in
the Bible (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) cover the last
week of the life of Jesus Christ. If you were to write an
autobiography of someone would you focus 25% of the
space on the last part of their life? Probably not unless
of course it was of specific importance. So why this
whole preoccupation with Christians celebrating Easter,
the death and resurrection of Jesus? Well without the
events of that first Easter week, we would simply be
remembering a great teacher, a charismatic wonderworking holy man, or maybe a failed revolutionary
whose memory was kept alive by a few disappointed
followers. These same Gospels though tell us He was
much more and place Easter as the pinnacle, the highpoint for the Christian faith.

I hope you all have a cracking Easter,
Gareth Lane
Berryfields Community Vicar and Parish Councillor

So what has Nigel got
to do with Jesus or
Easter, I hear you ask?
Well the Easter drama
that unfolded 2000 years
ago was exactly that,
someone putting the love of
their neighbours (the whole
of humankind in this case) above that of themselves.
So, Nigel “Yes there was someone who did do that:
Jesus! and for many he is a role model and many try to
follow as he taught, looking out for one another and
putting other’s interests above that of their own”. That
verse “Love your neighbour as much as yourself”, I think
is one thing we as a community could grab hold of, I
doubt if many of us will give our lives but you know what
we could all try and look out for one another’s interests
and make Berryfields the best place ever to live in Bucks.
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PLAY AROUND THE PARISHES
BACK IN BERRYFIELDS

THURSDAY 27TH JULY 2017
BRING A PICNIC LUNCH AND MAKE A DAY OF IT
Voted a HUGE success in 2016 the Parish Council has booked a full day event including
play and sports FREE ENTRY all children must be accompanied by an adult
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Win A PRIZE!
CHILDREN Find the 19 speed sign locations in Berryfields to win an Amazon voucher! Just
ask your parents to email us at: clerk@berryfieldsparishcouncil.co.uk with your list.

BE SAFE
MAKE SURE CHILDREN ARE ACCOMPANIED WHILE WALKING AROUND BERRYFIELDS.
(Closing date 30th April 2017).

JOIN THE PARISH COUNCIL’S MAILING LIST!
Visit www.berryfieldsparishcouncil.co.uk join the mailing list to be
entered into our prize draw to win an Amazon voucher.
FIRST DRAW 30th April 2017.
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CONTACTING
BPC

Advertise with us – read by over 2000 homes
PUBLICATION DATES / COPY DEADLINES

Parish Clerk’s Office
01296 336575

Summer 2017 July – 14th June
Autumn 2017 October – 13th September
Winter 2017 January – 11th December
Spring 2018 -April – 15th March

Email
clerk@berryfieldsparishcouncil
.co.uk

RATES
Berryfields residents 50% discount: Quarter page £25, Half page £50
Non-residents: Quarter page £50, Half page £100, Full page POA
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Website
www.berryfieldsparishcouncil.
co.uk

