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have not recorded any motorists exceeding
the limit by enough to trigger speedwatch
letters. However, our MVAS does show that
many are driving at excessive speed.

information about these will be posted on
our website
(www.berryfieldsparishcouncil.co.uk)
as well as social media.

There is a tremendous amount of traffic
coming into and leaving Berryfields,
especially at school opening and closing
times, and with the light fading earlier in
the day further hazards can be posed. I
would urge everyone to take extra care
when driving and keep speed to below the
limit, particularly around the Schools.

Just a reminder that the Parish Council
meets on the third Wednesday of each
month (except August & December) at
7.30pm in the Community Rooms at
Berryfields Primary School. All are
welcome to attend.
Our next News will be produced early in
the new year, so let me be the first (or
maybe not) to wish both you and your
families Seasons Greetings and a Happy
New Year from all of us at Berryfields
Parish Council.

We continue to move forward with the
plans for Roman Park and following a
number of meetings with AVDC and other
organisations, we are now in a position to
apply for the outline planning permission
which will allow us to start work on some
of the amenities on the site.

IN THIS ISSUE

Cllr Duncan Satterly
Chairman, Berryfields
Parish Council

Over the next few months, we have a
number of events planned and further

Berryfields’s Best Front
Garden 2017!
The judges drove 11 miles around
Berryfields, shortlisting 17 gardens.
There were many attractive and
interesting gardens. The winner is 65
Siddington Drive. The judges felt this
garden was both colourful and filled with
interest, and carefully maintained with
much deadheading, new growth and
detailed care in evidence. Well done!

HELP PREVENT AND STOP CRIME!
If you see a crime in progress call 999, or call 101 for non-emergency reports – the
Police do not monitor Facebook. PLEASE REPORT CRIMES or call 101 if you are worried
about potential crime – the Police use intelligence as a key plank in fighting crime.
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 WHAT’S ON AT
CHRISTMAS
 50/50 DRAW
 BERRYFIELDS FETE
 ANATOMY OF
ANADVERTISING
SHOOT
 LOCAL AUTHOR
LAUNCHES NEW
BOOK
 ROMAN PARK
PLANNING
 LAND TRANSFERS
 WHAT
PARISHIONERS ARE
TELLING US
 CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

Over 50s Christmas tea
Parish Councillor Wendy Phillimore is
once again arranging this popular event.
Provisional date is 8th December, look out
for details of how to get your ticket on
Facebook, PC website and in our flyer
which will be delivered nearer the time.
Volunteers are needed to help on the
day:
Please email
wphillimorebpc@outlook.com
if you can help.

Santa will be visiting Berryfields during December
Enjoy the carols, see Santa and help raise funds for
Friends of Berryfields School and the Village Hall fund.

LET’S LIGHT UP BERRYFIELDS FOR THE FESTIVE SEASON!
Join in the fun
Decorate the front of your home and you will be entered in
the Christmas Lights competition. A prize will be awarded
to the winner. Judging will take place between Christmas
and New Year. Bottle of fizz for the winner!
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Local author Vanessa Wiggins talks to Berryfields News about
writing her new book.
Vanessa told us, ‘I returned recently from the
1950s – 1957 to 1960 to be exact. And also
from 1975, but that visit was rather more brief,
although more colourful – but not nearly as
much fun or with so many freedoms.

idea of the countryside in the town, but
Aylesbury Vale was where many of my aunts
and uncles lived, and my father had spent
several boyhood summers in Quainton. He was
the youngest of 12 and never really knew the
family connection to the Vale. I daresay my
grandmother had got tired of repeating it after
so many offspring, but Quainton was where her
family came from and relatives still lived there
in the early twentieth century.

So why – or indeed how – was all this
possible? Well, I wrote a novel.
It was never intended to be a novel. It began as
a short story – a writing exercise and a way of
idling away a long summer's afternoon, but
without the actual idling. What it ended up as
was a much longer tale, and it took rather more
than an afternoon to write. Almost as many
years as the story itself spans in fact.

I live not far from Quainton myself now, a kind
of family full-circle, and feel entirely at home in
the countryside of north Buckinghamshire and
its lovely hill-top villages.
A fictionalised version of Quainton and the Vale
forms the setting for my story and while writing
it I continually found myself seeing the world,
not as it is, but as my imaginings made it. So I
walked around seeing shops where there aren't
shops, pubs where there are no longer pubs,
footpaths and ponds where none are – and
even, sometimes, actual people who don't even
exist! I worried for their futures, mused at their
escapades and felt sad at their misfortunes.
They really did feel real, and so did the world
they inhabited.

Writing a novel wasn't something I thought I'd
achieve. I liked the idea of doing it, as many
people do, but it's a big commitment in time
and with uncertain outcomes. Also, as I
discovered, it can be a rather solitary and often
very frustrating experience. However, it had an
unexpected side-effect. I found myself living in
a world of my own imagination, one that to be
brutally honest doesn't exist at all, but which felt
very real indeed at the time.
It may be my age (it probably is ...), but I'd say
there's nothing quite like the late 1950s:
sufficiently after WWII for life to have returned
to some prosperity, but also long enough ago
for there still to be a tangible link to earlier,
simpler times – and also for a veneer of
innocence. At least that's how I recall it, but
then I am a child of the 50s.

After tentatively sharing my writings with friends
who encouraged and cajoled, I sought out a
professional editor/publisher. Finally now, my
story is published, as a debut novel. I can
actually call myself an author (well, sort of …!).
The novel is called 'The Colour of Secrets' and
is a poignant coming-of-age story. It's set
mostly in the late 1950s, a time of innocence
and freedoms, but with an undercurrent of
gathering disquiet, and a central mystery. It
follows a group of children, from whose point of
view the lives of the adults are seen, but only

It was west London where I grew up, and
where my parents came from, not
Buckinghamshire at all. We lived in John
Betjeman's Metroland, an area of north west
London's outer suburbs, built to resemble an
4
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half-understood.

Why is it
called 'The
Colour of
Secrets'?
Well, you'll
have to read it
to find out!

The atmosphere is nostalgic, but slowly reveals
the secrets and complexities of the world
around the central characters.
Growing up in an English shires village in the
late 1950s, Robbie Bradbury and his friends
enjoy a carefree childhood. One summer, into
their midst comes a wild and burdened child
from London, who touches all their lives and yet
remains an enigma.

'The Colour
of Secrets' –
Vanessa
Wiggins
Available from
Amazon – in
paperback
(£11.99) or
ebook (£2.60).

Against the quiet order of their rural upbringing,
the six friends slowly uncover the complexities
and tragedies that underlie the seemingly calm
and ordered world they inhabit.
Fifteen years later, as adults, two of the friends
meet by chance and set out to track down their
strange childhood playmate.

BROOMS &
BRUSHES CLEANING
WEEKLY CLEANS, FORTNIGHTLY CLEANS
BUILDERS’ CLEANS, END OF LEASE CLEANS
ONE-OFF CLEANS, SPRING CLEANS AND MORE
JUST ASK, WE MIGHT DO IT! CALL DIANE 07778 971 279
HELP IS JUST A CALL AWAY
BROOMSANDBRUSHES@GMAIL.COM | BROOMSANDBRUSHESCLEANING.CO.UK
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Anatomy of a TV Ad shoot – for those who wonder what the Parish Clerk gets up to her in spare time…
For many years I have been testing products for Good Housekeeping (GH) ranging from luxurious face creams to
kitchen roll and frozen fish. For 8 weeks earlier this year I tested an Olay face cream (yes, it was very good actually!).
At the end of the trial I answered the usual questionnaire and sent, as requested, before and after photographs.
Generally nothing more is heard, although the GH seal of approval, together with comments and views of their
testers appear in the magazine and on packs in due course. I was therefore surprised to be invited to take part in the
filming of the latest Olay advertisement starring the Good Housekeeping Beauty Director…. and the cream, of course.
We were required to turn up at a film studio in Wimbledon by 8am, with hair and make-up done, natural nail and
toenail varnish, in white or pale clothes. The clothes, notwithstanding having had to provide our sizes in clothes and
shoes, in advance, to the GH team. Having left Watermead at 5.45am to drive to Wimbledon (this was 13th July, the
second Thursday of the Wimbledon tournament with a corresponding level of traffic) I arrived at the studios and was
welcomed by an enthusiastic and wide-awake team of young stylists and the GH beauty team. There followed an
insight into the day in the life of a film extra….
First stop was the canteen where breakfast, fruit juice and the most important thing, coffee, was offered. It was fun
to meet the other readers, I felt better about my journey when I heard that one had come from Skye, together with
several others from Scotland and many from the north, midlands and west country.
Next, grouped into an indiscernible team (I was blue) we went to wardrobe where our outfits were unveiled.
Everything was minutely organised, with over 50 of us being dressed, pressed and sent back to the studio to await
the attentions of the hair and make-up artists. Up a rickety staircase to a tiny studio stuffed full of make-up, brushes
and sponges, tongs, straighteners, dryers, hairspray and every possible implement to make us look our best. I was
both pleased and disappointed to find that my make-up was fine and didn’t need anything done, and my hair was
brushed only lightly (well done Maria, at Avanti).
We were then given personalised white robes to wear over our smart new clothes and sent to wait in a large studio
with white sofas, nail bar, make-up consultations, latest editions of GH magazine (although we all seemed to
subscribe to the magazine, so these were less necessary). Fruit, sweets, drinks and enthusiastic jollying along from
the GH team were provided during the very lengthy periods during which nothing much seemed to happen.
We were each given a GH Cover Shoot…. with our photograph taken as a cover
girl by one of the professional photographers. This was interesting. Standing on
a box (various sizes were offered, tried, discarded, and back to the one we had at
the beginning, you are getting the picture), and smiling, leaning, turning to one
side, then the other, putting hand on knee, behind back….. The results were
amazing, I now have some understanding of why models have to move about so
much to achieve the perfect result. I am not suggesting for a minute that mine is
the perfect result, but the pictures are a lovely reminder of a fun and interesting
day.
The most interesting part was, without doubt, the opportunity to meet so many interesting and disparate women.
My group included a retired professor from UCL, a mechanical engineer, an accountant, a woman who had recently
lost her mother who she had given up her job to care for her, and was going back to banking and another who
looked after a young grandchild for her daughter full time. Their warmth, patience and good humour was catching.
The GH Beauty Director was, as expected, suitably beautiful. She welcomed us and revealed that she was both
nervous and excited at the prospect of starring in the commercial. There was a demonstration from a leading make6
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up artist, which was interesting, proving that to appear natural and effortlessly beautiful takes, in reality, enormous
effort.
After lunch we were moved into the ‘actual’ studio where filming took place. Our role was to be in the background,
in our groups. We walked forward, backwards, talked, smiled and walked while miming talking animatedly to one
another (having been reminded that ‘miming’ means talking and laughing with NO SOUND), on cue, all directed by a
gentleman dressed in shorts and desert boots who addressed us initially as girls, latterly as readers after having been
spoken to by the GH team I have no doubt. Others had spent 40 minutes, during the morning, walking in circles
talking and smiling, at least our group had been spared that, some of them said they felt quite dizzy.
The standout feature of the studio is heat, light, boredom and not knowing what the ‘big picture’ is. We still don’t,
nobody told us the plot of this film.
We were involved in probably 30
takes so I am confident that if our
group hasn’t ended up on the
cutting room floor there will be a
split-second point in the finished
film where we might be seen
walking, talking and laughing.
Altogether an interesting
experience. We were given our
clothes, shoes and robes to take
home, with a bag containing the GH
Reading Club book of the month) as
generous gifts. I shall remember the day with fondness for a long time, some photographs of the studio and process
are included. Sue Severn
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Why Volunteer?
People volunteer for a wide variety of reasons, especially wanting to help others. But it may surprise you to know that volunteering
can be about self-reward as well. At its best volunteering does involve the desire to serve others, but this does not exclude other
motivations, such as helping the community to enjoy additional services without cost. So, why do people volunteer, and what could
motivate you to do so?
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o to build your resume
o to be an agent of change
o to stand up and be counted

to feel needed
to share a skill
to get to know a community
to gain leadership skills

Cllr David Williamson

to do your duty
satisfaction from accomplishment
to keep busy

The parish council is working hard to enhance the
neighbourhood, create a community, and engender a
sense of belonging, but this takes time and more
importantly it takes people to achieve it. It needs
volunteers who can offer their skills to help our
community grow. We have vacancies on the council but
we also need people willing to help our councillors. This
could range from helping to edit our magazine or writing
and submitting articles; we need help organising the
fete and other social events; taking minutes of our
meetings; allotments etc…. there really is lots to do!

for recognition
to donate your professional skills
because there is no one else to do it
to have an impact
to learn something new
to help a friend or relative
for escape
to be challenged
to be a watchdog
to feel proud
to make new friends
to explore a career

Why is this important? The community is a reflection of
its people, and we are working hard to create a sense of
belonging. If you have a spare hour or so a month then
please consider volunteering for your community.
Simply email or phone the Parish Clerk 01296 336575 or
clerk@berryfieldsparishcouncil.co.uk

to help someone
as therapy
to do something different from your job
for fun!
to keep skills alive
to assure progress
to feel good

Current opportunities to volunteer with the Parish
Council and the 1st Berryfields Scouts are shown
overleaf.

to be part of a team
because you were asked
to test yourself
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MVAS & SENTINEL SPEEDWATCH

VILLAGE FETE

FUNDRAISING

LITTER PICKING

ACTIVITY LEADERS
 Help run summer activities;
sports, crafts for local
children. (Usual checks required).
BOOK GROUP

LANGUAGE LESSONS / COOKERY

CHOIR / AMATEUR THEATRICAL

YOUNG MUMS’ LUNCH CLUB

Over 50s LUNCH CLUB

 Move MVAS between sites in
Berryfields.
 Operate Community Speedwatch
Pairs of volunteers – training given.
 Volunteer at Waddesdon Police Stn







 Run a stall
 Help set up / clear up
 Collect raffle/tombola prizes
 Donate a prize

Sign up members for 50/50 Draw
Run an event
Engage local organisations and groups
Assist with funding applications
Attend events

Like reading?
Why not form a book group

 Organise a litter pick in your own
area
 Clear the area around your home of
litter
 Encourage others to do the same

Could you help someone learn a new
language, bake, decorate cakes, learn
new dishes





OVER 50s CHRISTMAS TEA PARTY
 Help with planning / on the day
 Bake cakes
 Encourage new residents to attend
 Manage the music / entertainment
SCOUTS

 Scout leaders & helpers needed to
allow the packs to grow. Please read
the article from 1st Berryfields Scouts
for details.

Is there a budding Gareth Malone in
Berryfields? Why not form a community
choir?

Negotiate a rate with local restaurants
Advertise the club and meet new people
Enjoy lunch with new friends

1st Berryfield Scouts Need Your Help!

1st Berryfield Scouts is a thriving group who is passionate about offering young people a full scouting experience. Since 2014 we
have grown from strength to strength and we now have full Beaver and Cub sections and an expanding Scout Troup. We are
currently looking for people to support us in the following volunteer roles:
Beaver Scout Leader and Assistant Beaver
Scout Leader
You would work as part of a team to help
plan and run weekly meetings for the
youngest of our youth sections.
The age range for the members is 6 to 8
year olds and the activities include a lot of
crafts, games and outdoor activities. We
meet at the Community Suite on a
Monday evening.

Assistant Cub Scout Leader

Regular helper

You would work as part of a team to help
plan and run weekly meetings, camps and
outings for the Cub Scouts.
The age range for the members is 8 to 10½
year olds. The activities are varied and
support the Cubs to develop their skills.
Cubs meet on a Tuesday evening at the
Community Suite.

If you don’t have time to become a leader
but would still like to be able to give back
something to your local community then
we would still love to hear from you.
We are always on the lookout for people
who have a specific skill they could share
with our sections, for example if you are a
Fire-fighter could you teach us some fire
safety? Or if you are good at arts and
crafts could you help on a craft night?

You don’t need any previous experience to become a leader or helper as we will provide you with all the training and development you
need to get the most out of this wonderful experience. If you would be interested in finding our more about how you could help
support the young people in your local community, please contact: Celia Riordan, Group Scout Leader on 07876 717502 or
1stberryfieldsscouts@gmail.com
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STEM Technologies is an Aylesbury based supplier of Security Systems (Intruder Alarms, CCTV, Fire Alarms, Door
Entry Systems), Telecoms, Mobile, Cabling & Energy. We were extremely happy to donate the STEM Intruder Alarm
System as a Star Prize to the Berryfields Fete Raffle, to support our local community in fundraising for our new village
hall. We are excited for the winner (Claire Peirce) to take receipt of the fab prize! Congratulations!
If you are looking for a security solution then please don’t hesitate to contact one of the team.
P.S We offer additional discount for Berryfields Residents as the owners of STEM Group live here too.

Advertise with us – read by over 2000 homes

JOIN THE PARISH
COUNCIL’S MAILING
LIST to keep up to
date

PUBLICATION DATES / COPY DEADLINES
Autumn 2017 October – 13th September
Winter 2017 January – 11th December
Spring 2018 -April – 15th March
RATES
Berryfields residents 50% discount: Quarter page £25, Half
page £50
Non-residents: Quarter page £50, Half page £100, Full page
POA
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www.berryfieldsparishcouncil.co.uk

Why parishioners have been contacting the Parish Council. Pleas from your neighbours….
The Parish Clerk receives many contacts, about different things, but a recurring theme is the lack of courtesy
displayed by people walking dogs and not picking up the poo. It is both dirty and dangerous not to clean up after
your dog. There are plenty of dog poo bins in Berryfields, with more coming, and you can take the bag home and
pop it in your domestic refuse bin. PLEASE BE CORTEOUS keep dogs on leads in all play areas and away from
children.
Litter: If you are enjoying our public amenity areas, please put litter in the bins, or take it home. The same applies in
open countryside where dropping litter can threaten cattle and sheep and horses. It is not only anti-social, it is
dangerous.
Cyclists: If you are cycling on pavements please take care and ensure you do not ride close to pedestrians. The same applies in
play areas, no cycling please.
Speeding: Please drive carefully. Our Sentinel device records speeding and the Police receive the details.
Parking: Some roads in Berryfields are narrow and there are many driveways. Please ensure you and your visitors do not
obstruct neighbours’ entrances, nor park in front of others’ houses if possible. This causes annoyance and should be
unnecessary. Please also avoid driving over the corner of open-plan front gardens.
https://www.gov.uk/check-mot-status

Newborn/Maternity Photographer based in
Aylesbury.
Servicing all your photography needs.
Phone: 07545168469 Email:
info@dbphotographylondon.co.uk
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ROMAN PARK PROJECT
LATEST NEWS
The Parish Council agreed at its September meeting to begin the process of obtaining outline planning permission for
the village courtyard, mound and concept scheme for the park.
It is hoped that the legal work will be complete in time for us to occupy the land soon, but these things take time we
are dealing with the landowner and Aylesbury Vale District Council.
Allotments
The waiting list for allotments if now full. Once the plots have been prepared and
marked out we will contact everyone who has expressed an interest and start
allocating plots/half plots.
Funding
Our 50/50 Draw has now launched. The first draw
will take place during January, the prize will be half
the fund, drawn quarterly. Tickets £1 per month.
We can take payment via Paypal, BACS, standing
order and in exceptional circumstances by cheque.
Rules are published on our website. You can join
online at
http://berryfieldsparishcouncil.co.uk/5050draw.html

50/50 DRAW LAUNCHED
The Draw has been set up to raise funds for the Village Hall. It’s easy to take part. Just join
online (or we can send you a form, email clerk@berryfieldsparishcouncil.co.uk or call 01296
336575).
The draw will be drawn in January, April, July and October and the winner will receive half
of the fund on each occasion.
Tickets cost £1 each, per month.
Payment can be made online via Paypal on the Parish Council’s website,
www.berryfieldsparishcouncil.co.uk or by BACS or standing order. Details will be provided
and Rules and application form are on also on the website.

Do join…. You might be a winner…. The community will also benefit
12
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BERRYFIELDS SUMMER FETE
The summer fete was voted a great success, taking place on a hot September day and offering a variety
of craft stalls, games, funfair rides, catering and beer tent as well as a tea lawn offering cream teas with
Pimms and Prosecco! Over £1,500 was raised for the Village Hall Fund. James Inch, who led the
committee team said ‘we are delighted with the turnout, the amount raised, and the obvious
enjoyment of those who attended’. Thank you to our sponsors, Michael Anthony, Church View
Funerals, Dynamic Landscapes, IFNL, STEM Technologies and those who contributed amazing raffle
prizes, much appreciated by all. Here are some of the photographs taken by Emma, our volunteer
photographer.
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