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Roman Park
A heritage park for Berryfields

Village Hall and Roman
Park to go ahead ...

BERRYFIELDS VILLAGE HALL
&
ROMAN PARK
A STEP CLOSER!
Berryfields Parish Council has received the go-ahead for its ambitious development of its land at
Roman Park, with planning permission granted last week by AVDC.
Roman Park’s main buildings will be a state of the art village hall offering both large and small
spaces for events and community hire as well as a centre for residents of all ages to meet and
take part in a range of activities.
An early years’ nursery facility for up to 50 children supported by Bucks County Council will open
next year, run by Big Top Nursery. A kiosk and arts spaces are planned, and an allotment
office/equipment store will serve existing allotments and the park.

Leisure facilities will ultimately include tennis courts, an all-weather pitch, BMX pump track,
cycleway and outdoor exercise equipment. A play area is already open. A Roman Road replica,
central avenue of trees, community orchard, children’s show garden and wilderness area will be
found in the park, while a viewing mound will allow visitors to enjoy the stunning countryside views
in all directions from the Park.
Work to create the facilities has already started. Services to site are in place and a temporary
village hall will be installed while building takes place.
The Parish Council has received a grant of £500,000 from AVDC’s New Homes Bonus to
kick off the project. Further funding is being sought and fundraising activities will take place to
bring the vision to reality. Regular updates will be provided on the Parish Council’s website and in
its social media posts.

Parish Council Chairman, Cllr Simon Carter, said:
''This exciting Parish Council project has, so far, taken an immense amount of time
and effort. Working with Blackwood Architects the scheme has received approval.
We hope to deliver the vision as soon as possible. The village hall and other facilities will
make a significant difference to leisure and recreation in Berryfields offering a suitable venue,
open to all, for all events, on our doorstep with excellent public transport links. There will be
spaces for large and small weddings, parties and business meetings as well as classes and other
regular groups.
The new heritage park will create a unique open space, respecting the environment
and wildlife as well as its Roman origins and will become a special place of which Berryfields
residents can be very proud’.

DESIGN REPORT including all aspects of development can be found on our website:
www.berryfieldspc.org

A note from the Chairman
What a busy summer we have all had, with the school
holidays, unpredictable weather and of course, the
ongoing building works on Berryfields. Thankfully, there
were no major issues to report, only minor
misdemeanours that were dealt with the support of the
Parish Council systems that are now in place.
There are now 5 play areas handed over and under the
control and management of the Parish Council, with a
further 5 being inspected and maintained on behalf of
the consortium. Over the next year, we will have an
additional 3 play areas giving us a total of 13 in
Berryfields. One of these areas not yet built will be fully
accessible and have sensory based equipment for the
children with difficulties. This will be a first in
Buckinghamshire and it is in your Parish.
The Roman Park development has started with the installation of the services for the various
buildings, including a village hall, nursery, kiosk, store and tennis courts. Our planning
application was formally approved on 24th October. This positive outcome has been achieved
following many months of negotiation and representation by the parish clerk and we now look
forward to discharging the Planning Conditions and starting the build. The Park will be closed
off at the northern end for the duration of the works but updates and information will be provided
on our website and social media feeds.
The allotments have suffered in the hot weather and with the challenges that we have
encountered with the two solar powered environmentally friendly wells, water has sometimes
been an issue. We are working very closely with the designer and installer to rectify these
problems and I believe that the final version is soon to be confirmed and tested.
In December, the Parish Council will be putting on two events to close another year as we lead
into Christmas. The over fifites Christmas Tea Party will be held in the community rooms on 5th
December, starting at 2pm. Numbers are limited and you are asked to book a place for this free
event through the office on 01296 331816, The school choir will be singing early in the
afternoon. A champagne tea will be served. Our second event is ‘Meet Father Christmas’ which
will be held on Berryfields Green on 10th December from 6pm to 8pm. The Great Harwood
Silver Band will be providing festive background music for the evening. Children will meet Santa
and receive a small present. To ensure we have sufficient gifts it is essential to book their visit details on the poster in this News. Parents can enjoy a mince pie, glass of mulled wine or hot
drink, and a selection of Indian snack kindly provided by Miller & Carter and Munchies. (This
event replaces the Santa sleigh visit).
As always, if you any need to contact the Parish Council, please call 01296 331816 during office
hours or you can email us at clerk@berryfieldspc.org
Cllr Simon Carter
Chairman
Berryfields Parish Council

Don't walk by
Berryfields has an ever increasing problem with discarded litter, fact. As part of the
development, litter bins have been installed in high usage areas such as play areas and parks,
but this is still not enough. The Parish Council is frequently involved with the local community
to arrange voluntary litter picks that takes up much time of the good-hearted parishioners and
Councillors. The two main problems are the education of the people that assume litter bins are
for others to use and the ‘Don’t walk by’ approach by all. See it, pick it, drop it.
It is fair to say that most litter that is picked up by volunteers are the wrappings from snacks,
takeaway’s, drinks bottles and cans. Any type of litter thrown in small amounts, especially in
places where it doesn’t belong, with time, becomes a huge problem. The practice of throwing
litter on the ground is not only unlawful but it makes your neighbourhood look horrible, not to
mention the health hazard for young children and the encouragement of rats and mice in
communal areas.
All litter bins on Berryfields are emptied every two weeks, a standard that has been agreed
with the developers and the Parish Council. Regrettably, some residents actually use the litter
bins to put their overflow flow rubbish into, often in full size black plastic bin bags. This causes
further difficulties as the allocated bins are then full, leaving no facility for the users of the area
to dispose of their rubbish. This practice must stop as we are then forced to spend more of
your money with additional collections, increasing your rates for next year.
One of our residents on Berryfields has contacted us with an excellent suggestion of a
campaign focused on ‘Don’t walk by’. With your help, the Parish Council would like to
introduce further initiatives to reduce litter in Berryfields and the surrounding areas. If you have
any ideas or would like to be involved future litter picks or other Parish Council activities,
please contact: clerk@berryfieldspc.org.

Next Litter Pick
Berryfields Parish Council is
organising litter picking in order to
keep our path and street clear of
rubish.
Please, join us on 16th of November
at 10.00 in front of Green Ridge
Primary School.
Bring your gloves with you, all other
equipment will be provided.
If you have more question regarding
this action please, contact
Cllr Ashley Waite directly:
aw@ashleywaite.uk

Meadowcroft Surgery
At the moment, Meadowcroft Surgery and
Berryfields Medical Centre are working flat out
with the developer to get the new building. We
await planning permission and some financial
work done by third parties, and we hope to get
working on the site within the next few months.
The timescale set by the Government is very
tight indeed and we are hoping that the
obstacles which are beyond our control will clear
in the very near future.
The two surgeries are enjoying working in
partnership, and look forward to bringing the
communities together with a wonderful new
building designed by Montpelier Estates. We
have been busy consulting on how our services
need to change in order to make our primary
care service more patient and community
centred; designing a completely new building is
an opportunity to enhance how we work.

If you know of local community groups who
could benefit from partnership with the NHS
please contact one of the surgeries.
Also, may I take this opportunity to
encourage people to get a flu jab? It’s free
from the GP surgery on the NHS for eligible
groups, and if you’re not eligible on the NHS
then you can purchase a jab from the
pharmacy. The sooner you get it the better –
remember, it takes 10 days for your body to
make the antibodies once you’ve had the jab.
We want the new building to be a place which
I have one every year as a health worker,
people feel they are members rather than
and believe me it can save you from a
patients, and something more than just a
serious and miserable illness
medical facility. We have been liaising with
You can find more details at
community groups, and hope that they will find a
https://www.berryfieldsandmeadowcroft.co.uk
new partnership with the NHS useful to reach
the people they serve.
Dr Phil Clayton, Meadowcroft Surgery

Bernwode Bus
The Bernwode bus is almost two years old,
how the time has flown...

Local Groups

Our Mercedes Sprinter bus offers 16 seats
plus a driver, with side and rear exit combined
with a tailift and loads of space for luggage
and shopping as required.
We are looking to build on our current success
by supporting local groups in the area, we
currently offer a range of hires for the bus
Private hire
You can hire the Bernwode bus for a private
function or as an organisation. Our 16 seater
has been used for birthday parties, hen nights
or just a simple day out.
Depending on your licence options, you can
drive the bus yourself or we can possibly
provide a driver for a small extra charge.
Day Trips
We are running a range of trips across the
vale currently to garden centres and places of
interest in Buckingham, Bicester, Haddenham
and further a field. This trips usually run for
half a day.
One of the key trips in the year is a trip to
Blenheim Palace at Christmas in order to see
the house and lights in all its splendour.

.

We actively support a range of local
groups by assisting with transport
across the vale such as:
The Wednesday Club ( Waddesdon ),
The Monday club ( Quainton ),
Waddesdon Cricket Club, Grendon
Rangers, Waddesdon School,
Buckingham Youth Concern, Bucks
Carers and many more...
So with the increase in work, we have
a need to increase our pool of drivers.
We need drivers who are able to drive
as little or as many runs as they want.
We need drivers who are available
during the day for a lot of the
community based runs and the trips as
well as drivers who are happy to drive
some of the evening and weekend trips
( expenses are available for all drivers
as required ).
So if you are interested in hiring the
Bernwode Bus or finding out more
about joining our team of drivers then
please call:
Ashley Waite: 07977 401548
email: aw@ashleywaite.uk

My allotments story..
I blame it all on River Cottage, I think that’s when I got the growing bug. I used to watch enviously
as Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall turned an semi-derelict cottage garden into the most productive
small-holding known to man. But my garden wasn’t big enough to grow anything more than the
odd tomato plant.
So when I arrived in Berryfields three years ago I immediately put my name down on AVDC’s
waiting list for an allotment. Then, the Parish Council’s newsletter came through the door, and I
found to my excitement that we were going to get our own allotments.
Fast forward to September last year when I took “ownership” of my very own plot on Roman Park
Allotments. It’s a good job I like a challenge as, like all of the allotments, the plot was overgrown
with weeds, and although each plot is half the traditional allotment size, at 120sq metres, it was a
bit daunting.
The best advice given to me was “little and often”. Working with my somewhat reluctant husband,
we covered two thirds with black plastic sheeting and started pulling weeds. We never worked
longer than two hours at a time, so we didn’t get sick of it, and picked our spots - dodging the
worst of the weather. The first third was cleared in March and the other two were much easier as
all the weeds had died over the winter under the plastic. What a brilliant sense of satisfaction
when the plot was cleared.
Planting started soon after with potatoes, onions, garlic, carrots and beets followed by peas and
spinach, courgettes, peppers, cucumbers, runner beans, french beans and a whole slew of
winter veg.
My first harvest was this week - new potatoes and spinach, with loads more almost ready for
picking. If you’ve never eaten anything you’ve grown and just dug up or picked, I can promise
you the taste and freshness is just fantastic, all the prep work forgotten as you bite into a
delicious new potato cooked with mint and coated with butter.
I thought I knew what to expect from allotmenteering, being out in the fresh air and sunshine with something worthwhile to do, but I hadn’t bargained on just how friendly fellow allotmenteers
are. The chats, advice and the sense of belonging to a group of like-minded people is just great.
Everyone’s got different ideas, growing different things and enjoying their plot in different ways.
The Roman Park allotments are a fantastic community asset, if you’re thinking about giving it a
go either on your own, or maybe with a neighbor or friend, get in touch with the Parish Office
about availability. You’ll never look at fruit, veg or flowers again without thinking “Ooh, I could
grow that next season!
PS. My husband was very happy with the Spuds!
By Chris Sanger

Little Berries
We meet every Thursday morning during term-time
upstairs in the Community Suite of Berryfields
entry via the Primary School.

While the grown ups enjoy a chat and
tea/coffee (and a biscuit!), there’s a
healthy snack for the children and then
join in with a sing-along at the end of
each session (with actions, of course!)
We ask for £2 for one child and £3 for
two or more.
The group is open to everyone, babies
to school
age.

Can you help...

''Whatever the weather,
there is always a warm,
friendly welcome awaiting
parents/careers at Little
Berries, the Berryfields
Baby and Toddler Group''

We are always looking for enthusiastic
and committed parents to join our
committee and help with the running of
this group. Please speak to us at the
group or send a message if you'd like
to know more.

FOBS

Mums, Dads, Grandparents and childminders
gather each week with bumps, babies, toddlers
and preschoolers to play with a huge variety of
toys. There is always a different activity to enjoy
with your child, from playdough to water, sticking
and gluing to colouring, or something more
seasonalliek decorating a biscuit. There’s books
and puzzles, building bricks, dollies, prams, cafe
with play food, toy vehicles & garage, dressing-up
clothes, and a dedicated baby area with
appropriate toys.

Come visit us one Thursday!
Find us on Facebook
@BerryfieldsToddlers

Miller &Carter

Christmas at Waddesdon
Saturday 16 November 2019 – Sunday 5 January 2020
(11am-6pm, Wednesday to Sunday)
Outside, the gardens will be illuminated with
sparkling lights and colour, as Waddesdon’s
longest ever Winter Light trail fills the
grounds. Beneath coloured tree canopies
and bushes draped in sparkle, stroll under
the stars and be dazzled by playful light
features such as floodlit disco balls and a
cascading river of light. The Manor’s façade
will come to life, with coloured lights dancing
in time to much-loved Christmas classics,
illuminating the building’s distinctive
architectural features and roofline.
New for this year are giant fairy-light baubles
at the Stables Courtyard, providing a unique
Instagram frame. Inside the Coach House,
an immersive light installation with orbs of
light rising and falling from floor to ceiling will
entertain the whole family.

Step into a world of festive, musical splendour,
as Waddesdon - the Rothschild house and
garden in Buckinghamshire - is transformed,
inside and out.
Waddesdon has many connections to the world
of music, and this Christmas visitors will be
welcomed by the smell of pine and the sound of
classic carols, as they step into decorated
rooms inspired by traditional tunes and
memorable Christmas hits.
Once inside, visitors will be greeted by the
glowing colours of illuminated manuscripts and
a sparkling 15ft fir tree, while the familiar tune of
‘O Christmas Tree’ fills the air. A magical
moving star, accompanied by ‘We Three Kings’,
will guide visitors through the East Gallery and
past the famous musical Elephant Automaton,
towards rooms filled with festive surprises.

Christmas Fair

After wandering up a winding staircase
bedecked with seasonal greenery, visitors will
discover a tree made from sheet music - carols
old and new. Waddesdon’s three Sèvres
porcelain ship vases, of which only ten exist in
the world, take centre stage in the White
Drawing Room, themed for ‘I Saw Three Ships’,
while a full Christmas feast, complete with a
flaming figgy pudding, will be laid out in the
Billiard Room.

Longer than ever before, Waddesdon’s
spectacular Christmas Fair, with over 80
wooden chalets, is a shopping experience not
to be missed. Artisan producers, makers and
craftsmen will offer the very finest and, in
many cases unique, gifts.
The fair will be set against the backdrop of the
floodlit North Front of the Manor, decorated
with 20ft tall Christmas trees. Visitors will be
able to browse gifts and enjoy seasonal
delicacies as festive melodies fill the air.

Step into a musical Christmas at Waddesdon Manor

OPENING DATES, TIMES AND TICKETS
Christmas at Waddesdon, Sat 16 Nov 2019 – Sun 5 January 2020. Closed 23-26
December.
Christmas Fair, Sat 16 Nov – Sun 22 Dec 2019.
Grounds and Fair 11am-6pm, Wed-Sun
Prices: £11 Adult, £5.50 Child, £27.50 Family (up to 2 adults + 3 children)
National Trust members & Under 5: Free
Decorated rooms in the House, open 11.30am-6pm (last entry 5.30pm)
Wed – Fri House + Grounds: £26 Adult, £14 Child, £66 Family (up to 2 adults + 3
children)
National Trust: £5 Adult, £2.50 Child, £12.50 Family (up to 2 adults + 3 children)
Sat & Sun House + Grounds: £28.50 Adult, £15.25 Child, £72.25 Family (up to 2 adults
+ 3 children)
National Trust: £7.50 Adult, £3.75 Child, £18.75 Family (up to 2 adults + 3 children)
Under 5: Free
Advance booking of timed tickets is essential for all house visitors.
Bookings 01296 820414 or www.waddesdon.org.uk

Pippa Shirley, Head of Collections & Gardens says, ‘Christmas is a magical time at
Waddesdon, as the house, its collections and beautiful grounds come to life in an
entirely different way. We love seeing families and children enjoying its unique
atmosphere, sparkle, glamour and fun. The Manor looks like a fairy-tale castle at
the best of times, so at Christmas it is truly enchanting. The great Rothschild
traditions of hospitality and attention to detail are very much to the fore, from the
welcome at the front door to the care and attention that the chefs put into making
our own mincemeat.’
For more information visit www.waddesdon.org.uk and follow @WaddesdonManor on Twitter and
Facebook, and @waddesdonmanor_nt on Instagram.

